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Mob Rule at Morecambe? 


Pernars the most remarkable feature of Wykehamist maxim, Manners Makyth Man. Party something specifically non-Com- 
Morecambe was the worl eres used nat was Mr. Gaitskell’s complaint munist to catch hold of, 

by the election of two inc Is to the which could justify his strange charges of What « the accusations against the 
Labour P f t and Communist infiltration 2? Left-wing pres including this journal ? 
of two others. ~ Aneuri van his hat Mai rrison was removed trom the Stripped of pejorative language, they amount 
followers are “‘ hot” new is the t cecutive ? That Mr. Shinwell and his » the charge that Left- 


Party. At hon 


wing papers nave 
licies of which he disapprove 
? Has not Mr. Gaitskell in turn 
newspaper gri almost unprecedented support 
press gives a clue to an aspe ¢ support onl ck earlier he | newspapers which represent h 
ialism which is too eas 


j 


9 > Daily Herald? From The Times 

The essential thing is that it 1 i i m ‘ is, Le ‘rom the Manchester Guardian, the News 
ible to make democratic machinery wor! egitimatelvy argue against it; but how can (¢ yicle, the Economist, even the Daz; 
{o French and Italian Socialists, toi e¢ gathering, which one was a ji Telegraph? It is probably true that the 
instance, the significance of Morecambe MSTIt ut question to try the tssue, Bevanite cause has been helped by the fierce 
not primarily in the personalitie r evel yecome a week later a Commuanist-inspired concentration against it of Mr. Gaitskell’ 
in the details of the resolutions carried, b, because the verdict goes against Mr. allie But 1 hardly fair to blame Mr. 
but in the fact that a non-Communis! vaitskell ? uch charges are below the Bevan f that. As to Mr. Gaitskell’s 
Lett, based on individual Party member evel of sertous debate and they do further suggestion that his case had not been fully 


in time, he can blame nobody but 
coherent group, gained a majority and used demands the greatest restraint. To build himself For months he and his friends 


c 


ship, has succeeded in forging itself into a abour’s cause at a time which prese 


the constitutional machinery gister an constructively on the decisions of More- have been up and down the country speak- 
effective protest and shift the y notice- cambe ts difficult in any case: Mr. Gaitskell ing at public meetings, as well as at privately 
ably Lettward. This has been accomplished seems to invite his following not to try. arranged Party conferences, in an effort to 
without, so tar, the catastrophic split which The accusation of widespread Communist rally support for their cause. The con- 
has led to two warring parties in Italy and infiltration has provided Tory propagandists stituency Labour parties knew very well 
without the loss actical reality and at home with a windfall they can scarcel\ iat they were deciding 

working-class roots ich has debilitated have dared to hope for, and, th the sry difficult for the official | 

French Socialism issistance Sir Wilham I 


This makes M 


femocratically constituted Party 
‘ us rebuff from its rank-and- 
the centerenc de all the more broad, especially in the U.S. ¥ it file. In te of the evangelical mood which 
deplorable Labour conference, it very 
last Sunday wa Bevani eldom happens. This time, afte I 
Morrison’s able and good tempei speech movement ha red its sirength largely thoughttul and anxious del 

Labour Conference—a speech which, se, iree of the taint of feliow-traveiling, local ty, it has happened 


wing of the Labour annot oe rusnhe aside Dy 





406 


jury, 
tions 


attempts to alter the rules or sugges- 
that a Party which disagrees with Mr 
Gaitskell does not deserve to win an election, 
The “mob” which has built the Labour Party 
and cherished the flame of its Socialist inspira- 
tion can quite easily decide ‘that even ex-Chan- 
cellors are expendable 


Payment Balanced ? 
At first 
ments 


sight, the half-ycar’s 
makes 


balance of pay- 
a remarkably good showing, with 
a small overall surplus apart from American aid. 
Unfortunately it is not really as good as it looks 
and instead of building up our depleted gold and 
dollar reserves, we 


have suffered a further loss. 
This is due to spending by other sterling area 
countries and is accompanied by a fall in sterling 
balances; but that does not prevent it from being 
the the 


Colonies, which have underspent their earnings, 


a serious miatter more so because 


have piled up higher balances, and these will 
mean paying out gold or dollars in future. As 
for the favourable overall balance ol 
for Great 


payments 
Britain alone, there are a number of 
factors which help to account for it. First, the 
hali-year does not 
American or 
figures refiect the 
Mr. Butler, 

exports. ‘The 
the 


this has now been halted 


include any payments for the 
Canadian debt. Next, the 
sharp import cuts made by 
not more fall in 


import cuts are to a considerable 


the 


but the recent 


extent correlatives of de-stocking, though 
Thirdly, the second 
half of the year is usually, for a variety of reasons, 
severe on the balance of 
first half. This is 


it which payments 


much 
than the 
dates 


more payments 


due partly to the 
to foreign holders of 
British securities fall due, and partly to seasonal 
factors affecting raw material and other overseas 
purchase Accordingly, 11 

unwise to take the figures fo 
indicating that Great Britain is 
We shall 
is good until we have a fuil year’s figures to go 
by; and it must be borne in mind that we have 
the task not merely of restoring the 


would be 
the 


out 


most 
halt-year as 
of the red 


not be able to say even that the trend 


before us 
current balance but also of replacing our lost 
reserves—or at least enough of them to provide 
shock-absorber, 
only, but for the sterling area as 


an effective not for ourselves 


| whe le 
The Danger of False Hopes 
It is none the less pretty well inevitable that 


the half 
as meaning 


misread 
than they re 


year’s figures will be widely 


a good deal ally 


Phere 


to recognise the seriousness of the position that 


nore 
do mean has been so much reluctance 
a great many people, from trade unionists to 
business men, will clutch eagerly at the belief 
that the danger is over, and will demand a re 
laxation of import restrictions both on consum 
able goods and on other imports; while the 
in Canada and the 
United States, as well as here, will probably 
intensify pressure. The Chairmen of the 
Bank of England and the Stock Exchange, 
indeed, gave the public a lead for this in lectur 
ing Mr. Butler at Tuesday’s Bankers’ Dinner. It 
said with the utmost force that there 


advocates of convertibility 


thew 


needs to be 
is nothing in the figures to justify any relaxation 
at all, except for the purpose of replacing abso 
jutely indispensable stocks of materials. It is, 
of course, thoroughly unsatisfactory that we 


should have to continue the present restrictions 
on investment, both in stocks and in machin- 
ery for improving the efficiency of production. 
But there is no alternative to far as 
imports are concerned. A _ serious economic 
crisis—serious for us, though it might be quite 
mild for the Americans—would still 
almost without defences; and we have certainly 
not yet felt the full effect of other 
restrictions on our export trade. We have, in 
fact, partly rectified the immediate position by 
short-term measures, but we have not got 
the heart of 


this as 


find us 


countries’ 


near to 
the problem, which has to be 
solved by finding markets for 
ports in a very difficult and uncertain world 


many more cx- 


Europe an Atomic Research 


The British atomic explosion lends irony to 
the Treasury refusal, made known this week, to 
sanction U.K. participation in the European 
Nuclear Research 
on the Suggestion of Unesco, in 
cludes West Germany, Holland, France, Bel 
gium, Switzerland, Italy, Yugoslavia, Denmark 
Norway and Sweden. At Amsterdam, this week, 
the delegates of these governments decided to 
set up and finance a £9,000,000 atomic research 
laboratory at Geneva. This will take five to six 
years to complete, but it will embody the latest 
instruments for nuclear research, more powerful 
than anything so projected in the U.S. 
rhis is no “ Schuman Plan” for atomic 
or a bomb-cartel; it is concerned only with pure 
research, the study of the nucleus and of the 
nature of atomic particles, including cosmic rays; 


for 
established 


Council The Council, 


far 


energy 


it meets the insistent demand of European scien 
tists that there should be, outside the U.S.A., 
some non-secret institute n 

research can be pursued 
co-operate 


where basic atomic 
Britain is refusing to 
The Royal Society has been keeping 
a watching brief, through Professor P. M. S 
Blackett, but the 
sign the agreement 


Government has declined to 
the em- 
phatic advice of all the experts, academic and 
governmental, reinforced by Lord Woolton and 
Lord Cherwell. The Chancellor has given a 
flat refusal on the grounds that this may commit 
the ‘Treasury to future expenditu Yet he has 
been warned by all concerned that this co-opera 
tive enterprise 


This is despite 


may give European scientists 
advantages not only over us, but over the U.S. 
and give them facilities which our 


will not be able to afford. 


universities 


The Gatwick Folly 


Chere have rightly been strong objections to 
the plan to enlarge Gatwick Airport so that, by 
1960, it can handle a 
greatly increased traffic 
Before the war, Croydon already 
becoming unsuitable, Gatwick was selected to 
replace it, partly because it has a rapid train 
to Victoria. But the war prevented its 
development, and Northolt came into emer! 
Then the Ministry of Civil Avia 
tion changed its mind, and gave preference in 
its development plans to another possible site 
Now it has come back to Gatwick, and has 
published its plans for two, and later three, 
7,000 feet runways, stretching far beyond the 
present aerodrome limits. If the diversion of 
the Brighton road were all that is involved, 


the 
London 


substantial part of 
air 
when 


into 


was 


service 


gency use 


» 
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there would be no problem. But Gatwick is 
within the Crawley New Town area, and right 
beside the district designated for factories. The 
xtended airfield will eat up land that could 
either be kept in agricultural use, or if the New 
Town does not require it for open space, be a 
necessary and valuable building site as develop 
ment goes on. It seems sheer folly to place an 
airfield right in the midst of an expanding resi 
dential district, and some factory owners have 
begun to think moving there 
Safety apart, it is destructive of the ar 
that a New Town should strive 
i 


GOuc 


twice about 


Yenil! 


= 


to create. iNé 


t the Ministry has good technical ground 
} 


for its choice. But do they outweigh the harm 


that will be done to Crawley? Is Blackbush« 
really unsuitable, especially if helicopters will 


be in use by 1960 to provide rapid transit from 


the centre of London to the airport ? 


Japan’s Debts 
Phe 


thoroughly 


debt 
satisfy the 


Japane settlement should 


bondholders, though th 
grumbling among those wh« 


will no doubt be 
repayment dates have been postponed lon 
han others because their holdings are subjec 
rency clause’ 


doilars. 


parity tor repayment 

This discrimination is due 1 

can insistence: in other respects the bond 
have gol fully as much as th *y can have 


tea 


expec Not ¢ nly is the current service of al 


outstanding debts being fully renewed: arrears 
are to be paid off over ten years in equal insta! 
ments. As 
being postponed by extending the maturity dat 


of all type ot 


against this, capital repayments a1 
bonds; but that was only to be 
Japan has usually been a good pay 

and is now making a high bid for capitalist con 


+ Lory 
Hacne 


expect d. 


e in order to be able to borrow on favour 


able terms for new investment to replace her 


Phe bondholders profit; but the result is 
be more active Japanese competition 
h industry in world 


where 


markets 


In countries standards of 


The American Call-up 


in ¢ 


correspondence columns we publish 


r from an American soldier who prote 


iette 


inst Our statement a fortnight ago that th 
erican Congress still refuses to pass the Bill 
Imiversal Military Service, and that Britain 
is the only Power that has accepted this burden 
Our correspondent’s indignation is based on a 
ntal confusion so widespread that it may | 
Phe purpose ol! the 
National Servic« 


to state the facts 
tish two-year term is 
first place, it provides sufficient 
conscripts to fill the gaps in our 


two 
old. In the 
regular units 
fulfilling overseas military commit- 
ments in Korea, Malaya, and the Middle East 


it is combined with 


which ar 

1, since Ferritorial 
after the conscript term is 
p a number of divisions 


over, it 
which can be 
qi ickly mobilised in the case of 
Phe I 


caning 
mea 


general war 
up of Z reservists is a stop-gap 
ire which will be dispensed with as soon 
as the Territorial system is run in. The Ameti- 
can system is quite different and much less bur 
densome. It relies on a selective draft; that is, 
it calls up the number of men required at any 


particular time and it is able to vary the term 





WASHINGTON 


President and General 


} to join 
were made in Korea the 
up and the term of i 
‘duced. Thus, the American system ir Jatglage 

maller burden on eac f nd _ ; is" Getraye 


enhower 


provides a much = smalle 

Atlantic Defence than the 

Universal Military Service 
DUBLIN 

pecihi 


A Glimmer of Unity 
Irish Correspondent wi | ye N.A.T.O.; tn 
plant on the River Ern t nsidera most bitter criti 
{ the Irish Republic’s prod n o! ser criticises D cl n’s 195 t i 
il power It has t I ch, which put Kore Forme ! Warren nowlanad 


further I in 
ill development of t he American * rit 
authoritic | 


I 


n Repub ' i 
Nixon taction 
Kd prove 


whu 


Gren 


ind their 
in County Ferma 


opening of this pl 


uv Ministerial 


dublin 
problems wht 
at Northerr 
mn matters of 
South suggest that 
reunification of Ir 
d. Mor propagand 
Stormont, . 

Though they may no 
their minds, and thor 
may seem tragically inac 


both Stalin and Malenk 
policy to which tl 
phere and ymmunis 
he Communis 
to endorse a completely 
theme of Stalin’ 
might bla Malenkov’s later variations do not differ tan 
mee — ally from the world picture th Ovi , rm La nogthening 
men have been painting for some 1 world marl Military f{ 


hether the present fi are differences o 
coherence about thes 

t Politbureau bh yu 
ndly, it follows from thi 


n sh vuld not ve e *d 
, .ra suggests that the 


ing tep 
Parliament an ut f : 
there i emphasis 
two Statement which 

put Ip is NOW economK 


tha 


onfident 


puzzle of post | ’ 
it. The polic now feel much mor 


no open cvidenc il 
ot with Dublin among th Ist i together the jig-saw 
in a way that satish« 


speculation about forms o ti 
Has pieced together empirically—po 


One suggestion whi 
wversy in the Kremlin ve now lat 
yuir y t transition to Commi 


Marxist theory t ‘ re 
' , by tf undoubted 


Front I ! iter M 
> nda t i W taking 


Punctior rm 
! ld be tr , 
Le ' cemented by 
Stormont ruament much ' 
SRR we : laboration of Populas ind steac 
onstitutior { : 
policy had be give 


I The Nineteent arty Congt n 
, 9 


1 
la trl ul n 1uI 
tO ) n { itt In tact 


neral war with the West than 


ibility of a se 
t American im 


nunciation 
For, in Marxist 


main e i 


ublin in le 
short. is being told that <¢ 

ached in relations bet 1 m at ' ine de 

Capitalist system: 

policy are therefore remain 

or some time to con Probab! 

sire to be sure on th 


mement of the Cong: 


opposite 
the buil and furnitut i : 


tubborn 


il ilter the wat 


if this is true, then it 
look beyond the headlines anc 

inalyse what Stalin and Malenk 

t With the 


ind a fence o otective i 
rt ’ first point is q clear 


position has been subjec 
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against Communism and more likely that it will 

be rent by economic, even military conflicts. 
There is nothing here that runs counter to 

Stalin’s orthodoxy. He has always insisted 

he has done this week, that the contradictions 


as 


within capitalism were 
any effective capitalist coalition 
U.S.S.R., and that the task of 
to make the most of these 
ing camp 
the Enxghteenth Congress 
he that 

ready, on terms join Britain 
against Germany, but equally ready 
Jain and Daladier 


sO great as to prevent 
the 
Soviet policy is 


against 


divisions in the oppos 
‘his was the theme of his report to 
in March, 1939, when 
the Soviet Union 
France 
it Chamber 


made it clear was 


to and 


were more anxious to turn 
’ 


Germany to the Last, 


tn 


to make some 
Berlin He had 
principle a 
the 
o 


hould CONIC 


temporary 
made the 
1925 


arrangement 
same point of 


when he told 


long ago as 
that 


and that 


Central Committee 
Soviet banne 
the U.S.S.R 


out of it until its 


the 


peace 
if a wai 


must 
should seck 
to remait interve n should 
prove decisive on one side or the other 

In this 


sage as 


Stalin’s article conveys a 
the warning that 
France refused t in the 
1939 The Soviet Union has nx 
Starting a general war 


ens¢ mes 
Britain and 
March, 


intention of 


clear as 


see peech ol 
It has too much to gain 
by waiting, building up its strength, and allow 
ing the West to flounder in the crises caused by 
But, 
equally, it does not expect any general settle 
ment the West Peace, in the set 


contracung imperialism and rearmament 


with ise of 


After th 


D ors Morecamb« portend a split in the Labour 
Party, or was it only a particularly violent epi 
sode in the Debate ol 
Socialism? Millions of 
nd interpretation 1s 
f it that Mr 


van both behaved 


Cireat on the Next stage 


Labour supporter: 


hope that the sec correct 


They can plead in Morri 
I 


Mr. Be 


There 


support « 
son and 
were truc 
threats of 


as though 


were no Lawtheresque 


conomic sanctions in Mr. Morrison’ 


courageous s domestic 


gramme, de 
that he had lost his 
when Mr. Be 
stration on the following evening, he was careful 
te match Mr. Morrison 
1© gloat over his victory and stressing the umty 
of the 

It would be sh 


Spec h on the Party pro 


livered few hours after the new 
' 


the Executive; and 


ace on 


Tribune demon 


| 
an addressed the 


moderation by refusing 
Party, despite its differences 

cer self-deception, however, to 
believe that these two statesmanlike speeches 
the truth about Morecambe. The 
debate on policy did often become a rough 


sum uj 


house, and these speeches were consciously 
designed to conceal deep differences and to mitt 
gate the bitterness of real. deep seated conflicts 
Mr. Morrison is probably aware, even if Mi 
Deakin and Mr. Gaitskell are not, that to deny 
the significance of the ballot at Morecambe 1: 
to his cause. If the Right 
Wing of the Party, which he leads, and which has 
dominated Labour policy since the death of 
Stafford Cripps, is to regain the confidence of 
the rank-and-file, it must meet the demand for 
a more militant Socialist policy, instead of seek- 
ing to bludgeon the local parties. 

For his part, Mr. Bevan also realises that an 


attempt rapidly to exploit the victory of last 


court disaster for 


stability, is as unlikely as full-scale war, and the 

world will remain in the uneasy equilibrium of 

cold war and cold peace. This diagnosis, of 
course, does not preclude temporary arrange- 
ments and agreements on specific issues. The 

Korean conflict could end, as it began, in this 
twilight period. Germany could be divided by 
mutual consent, just as it has so far been divided 
without agreement. Britain, or France, or Italy 
could be conciliated or put under economic and 
political pressure as occasion and Soviet interests 
serve. There could well be some modus vivendi 
with Washington if the Americans stopped try 
ing to hold the line everywhere at once and 
clearly defined the perimeter of their security 
and control. There might even be agreement, 
Malenkov specifically suggested, on disarmament 
and the “re-establishment of a single world 
market.’ 

Though this is not an encouraging prospect 
the West, it is brighter than the one painted 
the pessimists. The simple fact is that, 

many respects, the Communist camp now has 

the initiative, and the powe 
that both the immense change that 
has come over the world since 1939. The day 


of economic encirclement ts over, and the policy 


lor 


} 
DY in 


t® sustain it, and 
symbolise 


of military containment has gone wit! 

not until the West faces this fact tha 
cow this week, and begin to work out a mort 
and constructive chal 
from the East. 


realistic 


— 
Ieng< 


response to the 


e Battle 


well turn many of his 
him. The trade unionists 
who still contro] the National 
‘ll as the Parliamentary Labour 
hat the 
ficance of Morecambe was far less the 
Mr. Morrison thar 
repudiation of the tendencies he rep 
Phe 


week might moderate 
upporters 


and Right 
Exec 
p 


against 
vinger 
utive as W 
ty, must be given time to appreciate t 
Sigt 
nal defeat suffered by 
whole Labour movement, in fact, ha 
been moving Leftwards for the last two years 
and the demand for a more militant policy was 
in the debates at 
little attention has 
to the two important 
moved floor 


worth 


further 


carried a long stage 


forecambe. Since very 
been paid by the pres 


which 


accep ed by 


were from the 
the Executive, it 1s 
quoting them at length. The first, on which Mr 


Wilfred Fienburgh, who is certainly no Bevanite, 


resoiuuiens 


and 


was the chief speaker, took the vague and very 
general policies outlined in Foctng the Facts and 
made them far more precise 
This ¢ 
place 
set period, resolves 


conference, recognising the 


before the electorate a policy covering a 
that a similar course of 
action to that adopted m 1945 be followed by 
drawing up a five-year programme of policy 
proposed legislation for submission to the 
torate prior to the next election 

As our ultimate security depends in the 
last analysis on our own productivity and rais 

eficiency British there 
be greater publx roduc- 
This involves the enlar gement of 
sector by nationalisation and by 
extension of municipal and Co-operative 


therefore 


the of 
" Id 
tron 

public 
the 
ente) onterence 
National Executive Committee to draw up a list 
of the key and major industries to be taken into 


public orwne rship 


ing industry, 
: 1 
nt or 1 

control over f 
1 

tre 


) 
furthe 
the 


prise ( imstructs 


during the five-year 
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gramme, it being made clear that m 
compensation shall be paid in 1 

of these industries being renationalised 

that of compensation 
nationalised industries and service 

to the consumers and the workers 

programme shall elaborate the plans 
for Britain’s next steps towards a more Sociali 
with special attention to increasing the 
national income taken by worker 
by hand and brain and to a more speedy dimin- 
ishing of the existing mequality of wealth 
Vigorous action should be taken, legislative if 
necessary, in nationalised and private indust 
to. increase democracy in the workplace 
Radical educational reforms should be pushed 
through to the fullest 


sums ot 


tt 


the basis 


he 
ne 
t 


sOcIely, 


share of the 


ensure possible oppor 


tunity lor 
The pr 


to restore 


all. 
gramme shall include 
co-ordinate and extend the 
il services. 
clear beyond 
can 
and support the United Natio: 
agencies, with a view to 
iwthening democracy in the world, withe 
it the time endangering ec 
social achievements 
people; oppose strongly any suggestion th 
maments now being built up to deter age 
ould be employed to impose on any ot 
in government or 
» vary by force existing treatic 


prope 


scope of the soci 
It shall 


make 
¢ 


Crovernment 


doubt 


ybour secure the 
ountw 


maintaining 


mom 


ven al Lie 


econd resolution which the Executive 
accepted dealt with Labour’s foreign policy 

This Conference urges the Labour 

or uard against the danger 
anti-working-class in 
iffairs, the recognition of Franco’s regi 
in point 
It declares that we 


1s g 


forces 


i CASE 

can best serve the cause 

to our distincuve Sociali 

principles and refusing to subordinat 
merican, Russian or any other pr 

In Conference 

of E 


use Ol 


peace by sticking 


} 
them t 


the 
expansion 
tance to the 
a means of enforcing 
in Eastern Europe or els 
it deplores the condem 
ihe oppressed peoples as 


and afhrn 


easy to pick holes im th 


vutions, both of them prox 
ess of po ing 
ae : 1 * Tae 
incividual ms 
Labour Party Co 


» of a Conference is not to wor 


plans t 


resoiuuio! rom c 


which ] des any 


But the 


preci: ut to give the Executive a } 


directive, and the sense of the directiy 


Consolidation, suc 


1950, has 


next 


cambe is clear enough 
Mr. Morrison recommended in 

finally rhe 
pledged to a large-scale 


ettisoned 
cx 
sublic ownership, to radical educational ri 
and to a first attempt to give some 


On 


policy the directive is inevitably much 


practica 
meaning to industrial democracy foreigi 
i vaguer 
but the next Labour Foreign Secretary 1 
structed to work for a much more indep« 
Socialist policy within the limitations set 
Atlantic Pact. It is no longer a heres 

in the last months of the Labour Govern 
ment, An 


was 
to demand that we should resist ericat 
when it contradict 

When the new Executive, there 
work, it will have to revise th 


as well as Russian pressure 
our principles 


to 


fore, gets 
compromise achieved in Facing the Facts anc 


Labour’s Foreign Policy, and draft new state 


) 


1 


j 





tesman and \a 
witt 
If it 

proposals which 
Conference | 


accordance 


last week 


in tne 


doe: 
will be not 

ihe but far more distinctively Socialist 

inodyne documents presented this year 

There was, of course, one topic on which 

Left was unable to obtain a 
Conterence A very modera 
motion, moved by Mr. Padle 
U.S.D.A.W., which demanded a 
re fuct 


1eW 
the 


ion of arms expenditure, wa ¢ 
1 card vote, only by a 3 to 2 majority 
there was special reasons why tl 
make hat 


not la 


concessions to Ww 


the of the overwhelming majority 
S.D.A.W. resoluti 
at the 
gress a month ago, and the 
would theretore have suffered loss of 
Party had taken 
victory for Mr. Morrison and Mr 
had no practical meaning. As Mr 
self drily observed, the £4,700 m 
is a dead issue, and no further 


Wi 
delegates. The l 


dy been deteated 


m hac 
rade union 
Labour a different view 


thi 


Defence 
n 
wasted by anyone on bitter rec 
the past 

When the 
taking into account not only thx 
of the 
ibstantia! concessions made by 
for the first 
ot Morex imp 


we see Conferen 
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yallot but the tenour bat 


tt 
we reaise 
repe 


+} 
enough, the 


ring 


crea imp< 


Having made 
they 


thes 


Vay 
that ha 


cersnip or in 


statement 


went on to 


uch a vast concourse can ¢ 


which they desire 
It 
some trade union leaders, and it 


opposed by Mr. Morrison and Mr. Gaitskel 


arliamentary Party, 


Socialist I 


is a direction which is 


not 


these two men 
and can 
the Left from sharing in ti 
Parliamentary Committee. If they 


‘ 
will widen the chasm whic! 


aly control a majority 


sh, exclude 


vat vote 
Wi 
wf the 
they merely 
separates so many Labour M.P 
stituency parties on which they depend 
Here we come to the nub of the problem 


WtOUS 


from the 


Daly Herald, has portrayed Mr. Morrison 
Horatius holding the bridge 


ot 


gallant 
igainst a mob of false Etruscans 
a general at loggerheads 
By 
mand for a more militant line and dubbing 
if Bevanite heresy, the Right Wing 

er the last twelve 


loyalists and 


he 1s with 


irmy obstinately resisting ev 


‘mand 
months has alicn 


housands of given Mr. Bevan 


lership of what is now the undoubted ma 


yf active party members and trade uniot 

It is the Party as a whole who won the vi 
it Morecambe. Or to put it in anothe 
result of the decisions reached last week, 


Wa 


lead 


f 


Gaitsk 


I 


in 
Actually 


Trade Union Con 
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face if the 


ut 


reasons the national press, including the 


4 


ot 


hi 


lo 


was once called Bevanism has 
official Party 


turn those decisions can not untairly | ised jonor of 


now 


ford, combinex 
Souls, and later 
he Davi 
he Party refusing " 


Annual C 


line; and those who seek 


t endangering the unity of t 
to accept the will of the ont ibout 


“N 


claimed 


it deal of non en 


ton OW 


rit 1s really Great agai x 
. , 
London Diary he Evening Standard 
Owe of the most significant comment ' t the ' oe one In London ot 
Labour Party 
mast, Which assumed 


uder writers 


ime he 
rumpus a whether 
Ameri 


wen produced secretly 


PI ~gred our 
in spite an the in bomb 


What 


Kes 


of what Left-wingers are like wh has | 


power, that we should soon have leader writer 


of 


Economist concluded: “* ¢ 


mean, [ suppose, ts that it ta 
A bombs 
} 


we can hold 1 


starry-eyed, ideologt it Power mal ind that 


now 
. ids 


no 


irresponsible 


making them ip our h 


wn nothing be 
fend off this catastrophe? Not under th 
electoral system ( il Marxist 


he Russians and American But 


yntinent bothered to explain what ditterenc 


ould make 
So long a 


our 


course, assume that this 1 iush bomb <¢ to our strength or our 


According to cl 
happens that when the 


uUrily l of 
ot 
tockpile 
The only 
eriously talk 


CCUrITY 


of Fascism iS we are part and parc 


“mob” lo American defence system a stock 
Am 
ither 


ld 


iilitary 


pik 


strong enough to end the power and tish bombs alongside the 


upper Big Business 
democracy dangerous, and 


in 


he classes, preciably to 


lions under which we « 
Black-shirts or their equivalent. Let me reassut out the 
Socialist that the vuld be 
nothing of the sort. Presumably it would lik erican agure 
ome f 


Is too 


bomb adding 


to our! 


comrades Economust if we were i threat 


Or 


who 


meal preparing ay inst 
tw hich ts 


really 


on nonsense 


Bevanites 
making this t 


Am 


rite 
vd that 
j 


more independe 


orm of proportional representation, so that ecret 


without any kind of violence or unconstituts by womb we 


may 
ible 


they 
ney 


we should never have an effective ¢ uf the ind 


ment, but should be condemned, like t! 
an endle f Parliam hunk t 

As a way of preventing 

Socialist administration ever 


I; 
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was nec 2120 m 


Amer It w 


badly why « efuse to 


bargain better 


the futility of rder 


huffings 


CTics ¢ in 


ry buy wanted 


ming permit the 


pronnst ren iy unt 


knew 

humane ot bargaining w 
The Russians nes 

1) Ambassador in Mo 

I ferred a MacArthur 


enemy tS casic { 


pre 
tudent of Russia who want 


" 
that the best hope of getting it 
United States to drop the moral in 
itional self 


coolly concentrate on n 


1s an unhappy proof of t bit th which h 
cold war that the Russian 
that he is a persona non grata 
been the right person to negotiate 
ment to differ On the Soviet sid 
it must be admitted that tt 
that American 


undiplomatic outbursts ab 


, ! 
hould 


na th 
He 


Miiat 


is not the 
has 
mut an Iron Curt 


dited 


an Ambassador 


no Londor maintained 


yuntry, while he 


Th 


protocol; 


even wa illusion of the cou 
scrupulously 


ICCTC niryman 


observe 


Russians 
their 


time disco 


ring th 
1 


abuse, far surpassing tf oddi inc | Perhaps he will be 
ther nations, ts never uttered by dip 
* * * 

In the Su i ( that hi 
announced his expected departure trom Wash-  twen d yeat ‘n to 
He, too, I suspect, has long 
the ent 
American foreign policy-making 

the thoughtful and disc 
Washington for 


surprised at 


re 
re 


| 
same week Oliver Fr ha task for 


the 
He 


which Vv le Des live a “pub crawl ill 


transform 


ington wed with into ya 


dismay instability and excitem 


ittends pont 


very, Me eH Karl 
had 
and I am not 


f tempting offers 


pris 


man have ling af 


| 


we in nan 


nto 


mg year ill irom 


book mn 


over here and his de have 


Chis 


why 


have some months to look round and mak 
hu to do. He ¢ 
worse than take a leaf out of Mr. Kennan’s book 
and write an original book on British toreign 
His place in Washington is to be taken 
by Sir Roger Makins, a Wykehamist who, at e reet 


mind what he wants wuld do plain 

W ick 
at }* j 
w that th 


other 


Harbs 


in 


re pital 


policy blitz had de 


the 


troved 


with exception of a 
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The Hole in the Wall,” 
he politely but unsuccessfully urged the pro 


prietor to re-name it “ The Wail in the Hole. 
* * * 


public house called 


My friend has two dustbins. One he reserved 
for salvage until the local authority lost interest 
in salvage. Now his trouble is that the dustman 
looks askance ai bottles with the result that his 
house is filling up with them. Not, I hasten to 
say, mainly with beer, wine and whisky bottles, 
but with bottles that contained vinegar, disin 
fectants, bleaching solutions and a score of other 
Hope 
fully he began by filling his ex-salvage dustbin 
with these bottles; he pinned a courteous little 
note on to one of the corks, beseeching the dust- 
man to take them all away. The dustman stead 
fastly ignored it, emptying the other bin only. My 
friend rang up the Borough Engineer's office, 
not to complain (for he felt himself to be in the 
presence ot so nething absolute, and above com- 
plaint 
You can get twopence each on some of them at 
the shop, he was told. “ But | don’t want two- 
pence cried, “I want them taken 
away.” said the Borough Engineer’s 
office, it tell him a Bury two 
bottles a week in the other dustbin, among the 
cabbage leaves and empty tins, and the dustman 
will have tipped them into the van before he 
knows what he’s doing 
or 14 bottles ago; and because the process has 
proved unequal to the domestic bottle-intake, 
my friend now looks gloomily forward to the day 
(he accepts its inevitability) when he must find 


somewhere else, temporarily bottle-free, to live. 
. * 7 


regular household needs, wet and dry. 


but to ask how one got rid of bottles. 


each, he 
Phen 


would secret 


That was seven weeks 


This baby-sitting incident is reported from the 
U.S. A youth was. employed to mind a child 
(nine years old) while its parents were out. He 
looked into the child’s room to make sure that 
everything was all right. To his horror, the bed 
was empty. He heard the front door click, and 
saw the child come in. “Where the heck have 
you been? | was getting worried,” he said. “ You 
don’t need to worry about me,” said the child, 
“it’s you who are the sucker. You only get 35 
I get 50 cents for minding the 
CRITIC 


cents an hour. 
Smith’s baby down the road.” 
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Owen 


box plaving A 
wough, Wiltshire I 


Canine chastity It mn sale at a well-known 
London store 
Part plastic 
trivance is made in six sizes and 
The maker 


minimum enxiety.”—Sunday 


harness, the con 
costs 24 lid 

umuUM protechon with 
Dispatch John D 


hield, leather 


part 
claim “1 


Goodman 


Any of 
Bishop to 
Emeritus 
This 


retain 


holders, if alert, may ask | 
make im Dean Emeritu Archdeacon 
, or Canon Emeritus, upon his retirement 
and 
other 


enables ex-Deans ex-Archdeacons to 


weoutrements that 
hierarchy It 


mou 


their gaiters and 


Stamp them men of rank in the 


is a heavy fall, with great loss of face, to go 


in plain trousers (even if worn with bicycle clips 


and shown a fine calf for 
Ivor Robinson 


after having worn gaiters 


many years.—J/’ar Parish 


son ¢ 


ABOMINABLE ANTHEM 


The aggressor came down like a wolf on the fold, 
Like a wave of the 


He 


ocean his armament rolied 


ty ’ . . fore him } 
drove the defenders before him like sheep, 
i j , : } 

tured the town in one mechanised 


1 the m 
fD 


rrow were 
th droppe 
For ¢ m t 
And faster than 
And 


th av blinding flash and a withering 


yuund was projected 1 


ne weapon of judgment it hurled as 


hoked out in a dense purple pall, 


dissolving biood, marrow and bone 
the ren un wn 
nd tl 1 


there, ind molten, the 


nd there, burned to ashes lay mother and child, 


id there smoked the city with embers ag 


full in the fate of the toe 
But the t like ¢ to its home 

And ther i the altars thank-offering 
And the victors gave praise that the barbarous horde 
Had been melted like Lord! 


SAGITTARIUS 


s burned, 


snow by the bomb of the 


K’ang Chuang’s 
Great Wind 


l The author of 
} 


worked 
the Industrial Co-operatives for ten 
China. in November, 1951 


describe the nitial stage of 


in China with 
He left 
ticle he 
i revolution in 
countryside, as he himself saw it. In 
articles he will deal with the changing status of 
New China, and with the influence 


women in the 
of Study Groups and the campaign against illiteracy. | 


this article 
yeal 
this 
the 


subsequent 


Ix is nearly two years since the Great Wind 
passed through K’ang Chuang on the Sha River, 
surring the dry dust of its poor soil, hilariously 
banging the doors of its eighty-nine 
shacks, 

Ihe aspect of the village is not much different 
from those days. The river is still as sandy and 
shallow, the same stunted willows bend over the 
irrigation ditches, there are perhaps more ducks 
on the ponds, but the wind was so pivotal a 
point in the village’s that the peasants 
talked of “ How we were Before” and “ How we 
were After”, as though a high wall had been built 
between past present. You could ask Old 
Liu, the one with a mole under his left eye, for 
the then and now of it, 
start, “ Before, 
landlords 


feed every 1X 


peasant 
and uprooting the established order 


history 


and 
and he would solemnly 
There 
half an acre of land to 
and 60 pet 


it was this way were 


There was 
mouth cent. of the 
crop going ‘to the landlord, and more grain going 
to the and the passing 
was no new clothes for eight vears, 
and famine for and meat only at New 
Year.” There would be a pause. “After, it 
was this way. We took the land from the land 
Only a tax of 
And with the 


tax collectors soldiers 
through. It 


three, 


lords here were no rents less 


than 20 per cent. of the crop land 
we took 
seven oxen and fifty-six farm 


and 


twenty thousand pounds of grain and 
tools 
the 
carried us well through the next harvest.” 

The Great Wind was also called Turning Over, 
and more prosaically Land Reform. But had you 
asked any of the peasants just what it heralded 
when the first gusts blew across the village, 


The grain 


what we borrowed trom Co-operative 


not 


The Ne 


more 


State 


man 


than a handful could have given you a i 
Ceriainly none could have defined it 
exactness of “ the Tillers, 
though peasant revolt had been endemic in that 

of North China for 100 years. They 

t more than a little timorous of it, for 
vicum to the landlords’ 
nothing good would come of anything but silence 
Lin Ise-han, the tall, spectacled government 


ty 


cacre 


forecast 


with the Land to 


were 
they 


fell easy warning that 


and former teacher, even found himself 


regarded with apprehension when he walked un 


dramatically the village in his olive-drat 


the 


into 
uniform, pack with his toothbrush, towel, 
s and copies of the Land Reform Law 
over his shoulder. There was nothing 
but it made his job, the task of 
the Peasants more difficult 

On paper the task looked simple enough. The 
first the winning of their confidence, was 
perhaps the easiest part Because he 
worked, ate with them, paid for all his 
and helped them hew and carry, the peasants 
turned to the first 
ught, community 
sympathy for them. 


pape lung 
surprising 
Moving 


in this 


considerably 


step, 
lived, 
expenses 
him as person their 
had 


The second step, the free ing 


outside 


isolated who hown any 


of their tongues to speak openly of this one un 
justly evicted from his land, that one beaten for 
failing to give the landlord a New Year’s present 

that was another matter, requiring courage t¢ 
ted them 
fears of landlords, bailiffs, Fate, of the intolerabl 
burden of poverty and extinguished confidence 

The 


break through 1 fears which constri 


hange could have been effected imme- 


diately 


It could have been done for the peasant 
“me ol 


Lin, urged him 
t 


Indeed them, telling their troubles 
“You speak these things 
landlords.” But it 
To have handed them land 
have richer a 
farmers but left them as cisunited as the peasants 
traditionally Until they stood 
up as a body, unafraid and openly demanding 
redress from poverty, they could not understand 
the origin of their slavery to rent 


aren't afraid of the had to be 
done by the peasants 
would made them 


on a platter 


were themselves 


and debt m 
how 


Lin was 


to overcome it. 
not 
prompting now one, now another, moved foward 
And quite by accident the Big Lord 
K’ang, family had given the village it 
name, helped to hasten the 
passed a woman grubbing for roots she taunted 
her, “Sull grubbing, eh? take 
our land? But Pil tell you this, there are things 
you'll never take. You'll no more take the know 
children’s brains than you will the 
The woman had run 
to her husband, Litth Chang, and Little 
temper up, had run to Lin. Meeting 
night a dozen peasants, the most down 
constituted themselves the Hired Hanc 
Peasants Group, and swore t 
against Big Lord K’ang. Little Chang (the 
was no more appropriate than Much the Miller’s 
got up and told how K’ang had thrown his father 
down 


the only precipitate. Under hi 
wile of 
whose 


1 
] 


process As 


So you want to 


ledge in our 


opium in our stomachs.” 
crying 
Chang, his 
the same 
trodden 

Poor 


and move 


name 


a well as a warning to others to pay their 
Liu recounted how K’ang’s son 
n advantage of his illiteracy to cheat him 
on a mortgage. The incidents of oppression came 
tumbling out of their memories, stories known by 


rents on time 


had take 


never told, some triflingly 
truck 


seeing his gruel spill on the path 


heart but 


when K’ang a beggar’s hand for the 
pleasure « 
For three weeks more there were nightly meet- 
The numbers increased to twenty-two. A 
mutterings into freely 


ings 
the 
plaints the Group came out in 
demanding that K’ang and all 
should be settled with 


grew expressed com- 


open defiance 
the landlords 
Learning of these developments, the landlords 


counter-moved. To follow them would lead 
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ind with malice 
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lang, thrusting a firebrand I tor 
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vforethou rushed out and set light 
ind spread salt on their peasants cheered. The st 
lords were broken and scatte I { \ nmouth changed course 
vas round th As a matter of fact - ndlor I 

on his wav back ulfered 
weaker peasants, anony 
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‘m. Becoming desperate they first 
vuurs—that a Third World War tamihes were ni n thei 
r and Chiang Kai-shel is much as you mig I ed 
then bribes to the Only one of the 
to the stronger. In the by a 
acuions miulitated 


mous threats of violence 


ght elv« iomeles Che village 
ive landlord tamil t ie focu t *f operati Ihe 
person. Big Lord K’ang was helping | y vuncal t ! 

igainst them and the district wl 
act faster. When the land hands would 
isation Meeting For tl 
were thrown at them 


\ 
ind the 


irrived 
end “i 
forced the peasants to 

lords were breught out io the A 


le re were tilling plots 
their cruelty and injustice average peasant’s hey had | 
impassioned  pcasants se datest ieir caches ol 
ckertes were read into the 
tormented past. With a show of penitence 
they hung their heads Their 
‘stroyed, but its exercise 


+ 
Ib 


record along with embarrassing pt 
household goods were 
power was not vet worked for five ve 

was hedged about by counter revolution, the\ 
lic knowledge 


rights and rank a 
From Accusation Meeting to tl eizure and they accepted their 
required the channel finding 
inger } caretull breaking a task as seeking 
misidered action There v to be » tearing 


division of the land itself a good landlord 
ling i the peasant 


ind it was idle to w 
down of the | 


: rit futur I kept in touch wit 
land reform . , I 


h the 
S e year and a half later, Liu with 
ws METLNES lappened, but K’ang on the doorstep. He 
Chuang later prided itself on i reasonable lothes, but [ forgot 
tand reform Ins c va it because there wa 
sacuing estimation of the worth of h plot ere W peasant 
ind, since its divisior ) sed on tts hoy r the villag 
ruuuity, and i ( i m \ 
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re were Mutual Aid Group 
> tool inimals 
I ’ I nd saw th he land 
indiords, met : tely 1d man wa No on 
‘termine thie ‘ i eh hey scause the Mutual Aid could be 
landlords were yet er had dithculnes. And of 
more. Only the other 


% their hot un wl ie! 

were badges of their Phe rict \ ‘ S$ cart. 
were more difficult tt th part ot village now 

come had undoubtedly come trom usur' and become th -Op manager 
weated labour of others, the ibout some irc plough husband's 
eep their land thing that troubled | 1d daughter ¢ “Ti overt 
high wome . | » he + Pasy - | on 

landlords did not id had some i live it , -d to 
ccumulations, Which the p i they | the \ . en . to se t! 
Fo treat them in too bellicose : 


would have drive 


wit 


ind to 
n them into the landlo 


Wa i 
ind brought contusion and a drop in the 


nights 

he i rying. Ov 

intricacies had to be gt ; ‘ i , who 
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or ina Welfare Home accommo- 
dation is granted for a week at a time, while an 
attempt is made to place families in Rest Centres 
and Halfway Houses. During the six months up 
to the March, 1952, 1,441 mothers and 
3,162 children were admitted to L.C.C. Home: 
and at any one time there were about 400 mothers 
and 900 children being cared for 
stay was of seven weeks 


earch for digs 


end of 


Their average 


London’s Rest Centres were opened during the 
war to house the victims of bombing A few 
were kept open after the war to meet the need 
for temporary homes during the period of demob- 
ilisation and resettlement 
much more 


There was, however, 
than had antici 
pated, so in 1946 new Rest Centres were opened 
Some were made by constructing cubicles in the 
larger rooms of old Institutions, other 
over the West End 

Square to-day pay 


homelessness been 


by taking 
Phe 


either a 


houses in 
Eaton 


large resi- 
dents of 
quarterly rent in scores of guincas to a speculative 
landlord for a modern flat, or a 
in shillings to the L..C.¢ 


1 


weekly payment 


tor a bedroom and use ot 
rooms in Rest 


iin 


even 


communal ind dining 
Centre 
the Rest ¢ , and in some cases they ma 
vith them 
the 
Feeding i 


is fixed 


itling 


But at least the families are reunite 


entre 


bring some small piece of furniture to 


augment instituuional uulity of their room 


communal and the charge per person 


regardless of mean I > is a loss of 


{lm. a year on London’s Rest ¢ 


attempt to 


about entres 


Partly in an reduce this loss it 


now planned to convert London’s Rest Centres 


into Halfway Houses—the normal type of shelter 


provided by Borough and County Council: 


throughout the country. Here families pay rent 


for a number of oms. sometin 
' 


Aney 


* partitioned ” re 
unfurnished 
their 
stoves ranged round the sides of 
a communal kitchen. Apart from the makeshift 
and their 


furmished and sometimes 
then 


batteries of gas 


own cooking either in rooms OF 


usually rather dingy atmosphere of 
accommodation, they can live as families should 
Fo this extent, Hallway House accommodation is 
better than that provided in Rest Centres Vhe 
planned transformauon of London's Rest Centre 


however, will materially reduce the accommoda 
tion available, and no one knows how the gap 1 
filled At the Rest 


nmodate 550 tamulhes 


to be present Centres 


wCCE about 
Although authorities 
temporary hall 
that people will stop trying to find a home, there 
are some problem tamulic 


inxious that the 
Attracuuve 


are always 


shelter not become so 
who find the condituuons 
tolerable and do not sur themselves to get homes 


Burt 


many can 


most are only too anxious to move; indeed 


hardly afford to stay; for on top ot 
the rent, they have to pay for the storage of thei 
furniture. At the end of about 12 
normal family will usually have reached its turn 
a Municipal Housing List, or, more rarely, 
have found a initiative. The 
great majority of the homeless families, however, 
the Authorities; and 
this places a heavy on hmuited 
Out of the nation’s pool of housing only about 
one-fifth of lettings are in Local Authority bands 
Housing administrators, therefore, are inclined to 
suffer Why, they feel, don’t 
these homeless families make a more determined 
attempt to find their own homes from the larger 
letungs? And the families 
have and tried, but that, 


someone who knows someone, 


months, a 


home on its own 


expect to be rehoused by 


stram resources 


a sense of mnypustice 


turnover of private 
they 


know 


reply that tried 
unless 


there is little hope. 


you 
The problem is one which 
was the architects of Weltare 
Britain. ‘The mechanics of the system have 
to the need in a rough and ready way, but the 
need will remain for some time to come 
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never foreseen by 


Tisen 


German Report 


We work a 
manage to 
This 
but none has quite 
with our defeat of 1918 
Kepublic that was then given us, with 
our half-wanted, half-imposed Hitler “ revoluuon,” 
with our insane war of 1939, the crash in °45, and 
another democracy that was given us as a gift 
And the partition of Germany constantly reminds u 
that we have not yet passed beyond the catastrophic 
zone our his 


The German people are not 
ot and we celebraic 
make ends meet; 
may also be 


happy 

vigorously, we even 
but we don’t look happy 
true of other nation 
as heavy a heritage as we 
and with the 


tory 2 


So writes the latest issue of the Frankfurter 
Hefte, the Left-wing Catholic monthly. 1 
emphasised the word “given.” For 
hifetume 


have 
our 
been given to Germany 
been spontaneously 
generated; and if the foundations of Weimar wer 
weak, there are doubts, too, about the solid 
Bonn. And the “unhappi 
of which the Hefte speak is indeed reflected 
in many mental 


twice in 
has democracy 
by war and defeat, and not 
grave 
democratic basis of 
ness” 
bewildering contradictions in 
present-day German, 

laking Western Germany by itself, the Social 


Democrats have some serious misgivings. They 
the ever-growing domination of 
the managerial class, 
Not that, on the face of it, the country 
of Big Business 
in the case of 
And yet—and this i: 
Work comes first 
instance, whom I asked 


what all the fuss over 


no end of 
Grosskapual, af 
America 


talk 
and—ot 
is undemocratic; vet the pressure 
field, 
ind propaganda 
erribly typical of Germany 
All Social Democrats, for 


ibour it, jt 


is mighty in every not least 


the pres 


ist couldn't sec 


Krupp was about. “We have no use for platonic 


one ol 


ation,” “And anyway,” 
“Alfred Krupp wasn’t really a 
war criminal, and he was dragged to Nuremburg 
merely because his father was too ill; he is more 
interested in than in anything 
and you also have to remember that Krupp 
great name in Essen, and the Krupps built 
model house 


England 


indig1 them said 


added angrily, 


his rose-garden 
else: 
lo a 


for their workers at a time when in 


workers were rotting away in their un 
“ After all, it was 
Allies who rehabilitated Krupp, 
the 


legality 


peakable slum And then 


the so it was legal, 
German 
True, at 


passing 


and working man always respects 


the Dortmund Congress there 
few 


were relerences 


to Krupp, but no 


one felt very angry lo the German working 


man, on the whole, there is nothing particularly 
obnoxious in Big-Boss paternalism, as long as he 
is able ind 


Revolutionary 


to make a decent living for himsell 
tor the greater glory of Germany 
achlon, OF trike action ex- 
not in character, the 
Socialist Party is always careful to point out that 
it has the D.G.B., the vast all- 
federation with its six 
with which it “has to 
the constant threat of a 
certain Catholic clements 
whole, it 1s against any kind of 


even except in very 


treme cases) 1s his and 


no control over 
embracing trade 
million 


union 
and 
in view of 
from 


members, 
be careful” 
sphit 
On 


action.” 


coming 
the “ direct 
fact, fairly good team-work 
throughout German industry between capital and 


There is, in 


labour, the employers handling their “ paternal- 
skill and tact, the 

on the whole, bearing them no grudge. I 
Social-Democrat 
Mutbestummungsrecht 
mination ” 


ism” with great and workers, 
isked a 
he thought of 
the 


heavy 


leading what the 


famous *co-deter 
industries; he 
thought that that depended entirely on the qualifi- 
cauons and the personality of the workers’ repre- 
only olten 
functions as a 


existing in the 


sentatives; too these regarded their 
cushy job and were, 
moreover, filled with holy respect for the gentle- 


men of the employer class across the table; for the 


directorial 
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workers to obtain the best possible terms it was 
olten best to select as their spokesmen people with 
no intfeniority complex of this kind 


men with university degrees! 


preferably 


Yet even within the despised framework of the 
Bundesrepublik your Social-Democrat is a proud 
man. Some German Socialist friends 
point of taking me round Dortmund, gaping in 
admiration at the 
steelworks, but also speaking with legitimate pride 
of the miles of evil-smelling wreckage that Dort 
mund was in 1945, and of the “ miracle” of the 
Dortmund oi to-day. And they rattled off figures 
of the millions of kilograms of high-explosive that 
had been dropped on the city (“though oddly 
enough, not on the steel mills ”), of the 80,000 new 
houses that been built in the 
the 250,000 in the Bundesrepublrk 
every ““as much as the French had built in 
45 that we 


to rebuild the whole city on 


made a 


the panoramas of immense 


had since city, of 
houses built 
year 
six years. It was such a shambles in 
we'd have 


a different spot 


thought 
can you imagine! 

the Social-Democrats’ attitude 1 

the eight or nine million refugees from the East 


Changed 1s 


who seemed such an in 
7 


Muble problem only a fe 


years ago Now, with something of an artrficiall 


stimulated boom economy, largely based on in 


tensive. reconstruction and on the developmen 
whet 


Democrat 


installatior 
that 
to the ref 
would be 


military 
told me 


Allied airfields and 


leading Social there 


no longer any objection 
fact, it 


suddenly 


being here; and, in 


most 
barra hom« 

a million unemployed in W 
sull, the bulk of the refugees have 
been absorbed mto industry and agriculture It 


was widel) that 


sing if they all went 


iW there about 


are 


ern Germany 


he said, 
tor 
much to do in Eastern Germany 


imagined abroad, most 
there 


This was 


th peopic were peasants whom 
wasn't 


proportion of 
Flbing. Bres 
“They have 


German A 


a high 
highly skilled workers from Silesia 
lau “Only beware,” he 
a higher birth-rate 
termhic popul 


few years; in the long run, the pressure 


not true mong them was 
said 


West 


may start here in 


than we 
ition pressure 
toward 


he East may become irresistible—and_ the 
who look down on Poles and Russians and 
dynamite, ready for 

here, in the heart of Euroy 
no doubt that the Social-Dem« 


to gain perhaps decisive suppor 


will become 

sade right 

here 
crats are hoping { 
election hese 
loose 


Out 


from the Refugees in the next 
are now represented politically in a rather 
the B.H.E.—the “ Alliance of the 
Disinherited,” with 
and tendencies; 
Social-Democrats, by pressing “ German 
First” and for full and rational employ 
nent amongst the refugees, have been in a large 
measure successfully diverting them from Nex 


knit party, 
understandabl 
the 


lawed and 


chauvinist revanchard and 
for 


Unity 


Fascism which, contrary to a widespread beliet 
abroad, is not yet a major danger in Germany 
to-day An ambiguous attitude, no doubt 

And yet this ambiguity can be found ever) 
where in Germany. On the face ol 
the Social-Democrats, 
Party, are monolithically 
“German Unity 
‘Little Europe 
ask leading 


it, as I wrot 
unlike t 
united in 
First’ 
Yet again 
what 


last week, 


Labour then 


demand for and thei 


Opposition te when 
you 


they 


Social-Democrats exactly 


are going to do ulm 
Russia is reached 
unity, they will admut that 
the West—but as “absolutely equal partners ” 


and to the devil with the 


mean, and what they 


agreement with over German 


they will work witl 
ations ” 
provided for the Allies’ benefit in the Contractual 
Instead, they 
sals which would be fully acceptable not just to 
France, Italy and Benelux, but also to Britain and 


“emergency sitt 


Agreements! must make prop 
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: 
DRY FLY 
SHERRY 


14 


Good fare can be appreciated more 
afier a glass of DRY FLY SHERRY. 
It is the best appetizer at cocktail time. 


20- bottle - 10 6 half-bottie 





a ae Js 
Take my advice 
Smoke 

Grand Cut 


' aod ie x . . ° % ‘ 
bat eG from this ship's cargo? 


, . . 11 
the tongue Specially designed for the transport of iron ore from new fields in 
and other overseas sources, the M.V. “ Orelia ” will carry an aver 


of 8.400 tons of this valuable steel-making, fuel-saving material 
This is one of fifteen ore ships to be ordered 


“KEEP ME MOVING!”’ 


ay 


as part of the steel industry’s post-war de 
slor » ‘ eon Q. wre o 
velopment plans begun in 1946. Their cargo 5 14CK SCRAP 


will help to feed the six new blast furna . 


which British firms are bringing into operation 


programme 
The extra pig iron produced in these new 


furnaces will increase Britain’s annual output 


! 

' 

| 

/ 

| 

during the year in this great expansion | 
| 


of steel by three-quarters of a million tons 
2 oz. 
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Scandinavia. And what this means 
analysis, is that, for all their 
the German Social-Democrats are opposed to any 


in the las 


“ internationalism,” 


surrender of sovereignty, and to the acceptance ol 
any outside controls, least of all by supra-national 
authorities. That, at 
able to get to a practical alternative ,to the 
Adenauer policy, in the « 


any rate, is the nearest I 
was 
vent ol Germany remain 
ing divided 


Bonn, October ALEXANDER WERTH 


So They Say... 


Nor for a very long ume have the readers of British 
benetit of barrage of 
have over the 
Pre be van 
tarthng revelations in the 
News ( enerable columnist, Mr. A. ] 
Cumming: described = cabalistic 
circuses of hot-headed speakers, a shadow 
i Bes “ Never,” 
umming been so 


ded 


newspapers had the such a 


editorial interpretation is they 


Morecambe conterence preparauions 


some week wo, with 


hronicle, whose 
secret meetings 
travelling 
‘national agent.” 

{has the 


itself.” 


Cabinet, even init 
Mr. ( 
dangerously dis 

The Observer 


found on the e\ 


wrolk party] 


MWUINst 


political correspondent, however, 


e of the conference that “the Move 


ment has at last shown signs of settling down during 


the past two or three months the continuous 


subsided, and 


had 


people were coming to have an appreciation of onc 


row the furious vendettas 


another's points of view the grand debate con 


was being conducted on a much less 
emouonal plane For this 
1 crushing Bevanite victory 
“fear and 


tinued, bur it 


reason, he pointed 


out that ym the Executive 


lead to anger ind 


A fairly shrewd prophecy 


elections would 


the herd par 


the 


madden 


ticularly as most agreed with 


! xpress ( 
Bevanites 


pundit 
Bencher 
suffer 


pres 
rows 
But 


udden and 


Sunday, ros “ Feeling 
that the 
the great 
extraordinarily personal attack launched on Bevan by 
Sundey Pictorial 
victory undoubtedly 
Daily Herald, 


Bevan in it 


1 rousing rebufl 
the 


may 
clection-eve stunt was 
editor of the 
Phe 


by surprise 


the 


sweeping took the pre 


The 


mentioning 


which had carefully 


avoided editorial t the 


beginning of the conlerence, admitted rather d 


consolately on the morning after the results had been 


announced that there would be “ great excitement 


Dory brave headline 


BITTER ” Re 


pre It own 


CHEERED: “I'M 


in the 
MORRISON IS NOT 


bellion has great victory announced = the 
Daily Telegraph; “ 
FEARS FOLLOW BEVANITE Vie 

Chromele headline “War to 
Daly Mail editorial It 


pleasure, that 


won a 
valists are on the 
ORY, 


the 


the vey warpath 
tated the Ne 


knife 


with a 


began 
discovered, start 
become a mit 


Social 


brotherly love has 


quantity ind looked forward to seeing the 
*quarrelling themselves to fragments, a 


Liberals But the Daily Express 


strangely subdued throughout the conterence 


which was, 


pointed out editorially that “af the trade union rant 
and-tile is for Mr. Bevan the 
And it matters not at all what the trac 
“> eo All right 
resounding victory,” 


consistently 


tictory must be h 

union bosses 
The Bevanites 
began the Daily 


concluded 


do or say.’ right 


have won 4a 


Mirror, 


ambiguously, “ha 


weakly paper,” it 
supported Labour 
policies which promised Britain the things it needed 
most It will go on doimg so 
The News Chronicle, 


deep welfare of the I 


which continued to take a 


interest in. the ibour 
that it 
Bevan's 
Manchester 


party, 


admitted would be “foolish to play down 


the 
mate, 


triumph” (its political stable 
did just” that 
artificial and 


battle of 


extent of 
the CGruardian, 
describing this triumph as “ rather 


Labour forget the 


the 


“moderates” to 


urged 


personalities and concentrate on need for a 


The last few days of the press 
threats of 


“ progressive policy 


were devoted to the Wal 


GREAT 


ooverage 
the Bevanites unions THE 
WIDENS INTO OVEN WAR, said a News (¢ 
DEAKIN WAR 
which baffling 
wild 


from the 
hrometle 
OVENS ON REBELS, said the 
itself 


men,” 


line 
Mail, 


“wild 


with references to 


and 


alter 


waves and “ moonstruck 


‘nobody knows 
all the 


Socialists,” finished. by claiming that 
what this conference is about 
Socialists.” The Mirror kept hammering away 

NOW LABOUR FACES DANGER OF CIVIL WAR.” The 
Herald plaintively asked why there couldn't be an end 
to Bey his 
week it attack 
‘The 


tried to 


least of 


nism “so we can get on with the job.” 
Gaitskell’s 
but launched busily into its series on 
Phreat.’ Phe Daily Expre 

that certain union leader 
tand down in favour of Mr 
died Meanwhile 


ted 


made no comment on Mr 
on Bevan 
Communist 
vhip up a 
Mr. Atilee to 


wanted 
Morrison, 
the Dail 
only by 
could the 


tory 


it the tory 


\ soon 
Telegraph 


innocently sugge that 


aking the pohucal tie from all parties 
imons hope to retain stability ind independence 
Mr. ¢ took opp iffirm that 
everything he had written earlier had been justified 
but The Times, in a 
that the “rebel” 


tunity to 


ummings the rtunity to 


perceptive analy concluded 


voters took their only real oppor 


they 


arty’s policie 
i 


“register protest against whatever 


lacking in the 


regard as 

Che 
fascinating 
GHOST OF 
Bencher’s 


BACKS 


amiss or 


final Sunday round-up produced son 


BEVAN AND Till 
heading on Cro 


searches for angle 


MOSLEY, was the 
the Sunday Expre 

BEVAN AND MCCARTHY, iid the 
Dispatch columnist—and the Dispaich editorial mad 
1 curious demand for precise details of Mr. Bevan 
claim to be a man The Sunday Time 
and the Observer both tried to analyse “ Be 
The 7 mies 


ism the 


piece in STALIN 


Sunda 


working 
usm 
decided it was—oh ! 
Observer gave up, 
Bevanism’s keynote lay in not what it prop 

what it attacked. And there was, of course 
ferocious attack on Bevan in the Sunday Picto 
the usual contribution of 
ictors in the Bevanite election 


horror 


concludin 


with, on the next page, 


of the wec] 


fare, indeed. AUTOLY« 


Apocalypse 


For a month the advertisement had been point 
ing a finger at me on “'The 
Heavens Telling! ” the 
wonders of the universe, 


Tube platforms 
See—it went on 
the stars filmed through 
, and Mr. G. I 
on Sunday 
Sunday 
a cold 


are 


giant teles« 
Colise 
Ihe 


bed with 


ope Vandeman, at the 


um afternoons idmus ion Iree 


first afternoon I missed, being in 


But when the day 
not only of 


came round 


again—that day rest but of deep un- 
I was up and out early, having read 
newspapers of the 
strong, hustling to get in 


Five 


enjoyment 
in the crowd, five thousand 
the 
I descended St 
briskly 
small elderly lady 
‘No need to,” 
“There's a 
But 


without a 


persons seated on steps of the 


Martin's 
‘I don’t see 


Coliseum met my gaze as 
Lane. They were arguing 
Him,” remarked 


hooks in 


one, a with 
her 
smiling Jew 
“Ah, there’s a mind 
mind 
simply, it 
take 
the 
for 


eyes uggested a 


mind, of course 
tell me, how can 
me 


voursell, 


you 
body ?” 

Dake 
“Mind I can cope with,” 
thick 
contact 


have a quite 


seems to me my 


dear, yourself! 
sandwich, 
Him, 
This she flashed as much 
but I—no 
already in Trafalgar Square 
the 
the 
Why do we go on loving him so ? 


insisted lady, biting into a 


‘but as person 
Him!” 


anyone, 


you can you 


can’t visualise 


to me as to sixth man—was 
Snip-snap 
back-fired and all 


round Nelson 


went photographers A cat 


pigeons flew round and 


Largely, I imagine, because, though there, he is 
view I met him 
Portrait Gallery 
a pert, fresh, humorous presence, 
hittle of 


beauty 


out ot the 
National 


mission 
sull 


face to face in 


round the corner (ad- 
tree 
and than a 
Girl 


How 


Swift dead, dead in fat; but near 


with two eves more 


His 


wistfully 


Hogarth’s Romney 


nestles next door 


Shrimp 
many of 
him 


come 
the taces 
Pope lives, and there's life of a kind 
final appearance 


a clown’s 


in the painted bust of Colley 


, Pale 


The Net 
Cibber 


a wuny 


Statesman and Nation, October 11 
Beau Nash, so waggy, saggy, baggy, 


cupid’s-bow of a 


1982 
pouts 
dark 
corner, the fey foxy Brontés seem trapped in some 
heavenly thicket. But 
the sitter or the artist 
for after 
there’s more genius confined here that 
other put follow 
room to room, floor Phe publi 


less engro 


mouth out of a 


in every 
who 


case, Is 
holds 


all, on 


it more 
sway ¢r I he 
equivocation one side OF 
other, 
ill the 


from 


galleries together 
to floor 
the Sunday-at-large public, was 


than by the pavement chalking outside 
formed a small circle round one picture: the lat 
King George VI at breakfast with his family 
When I emerged from the Gallery, St. Martin 
which I 
We 


Lane presented a most orderly queuc 
joined 


Bad legs were a favourite topic were 
leaflets 


that 


handed informing us, with ar 


texts, Christ was on his way to 
We entertained by 

Dickensian paper-snipper, and then by an 
who turned 
through hoops: as he 
started Ah, 
waddling in, 


tine were " 


somersaults and worried r 
tripped to the vest, the rain 
Sunday! Rut 


and first ex 


soon we W T¢ 
the itement 
Could I 


not, though some openly 


choosing 


your own free seai—was our smoke ? 


Apparently munched 
filled seat 
me confided, 
He had been 


0, I hoped politely, 


chocolates The house quickly 
the man next to 
Get Your Gun 


wouldn't be 


tume I was here,” 


“was for Annte 
disappointed; he 
if they had 
a long tume were enjoying the 
I heard Italian, French 
Two Negroes 


ind 


lay Old people who looked as 


been out for dvan 
tages of stall 
spoken 4 


moan 


and circle 


baby cried appeared 


empty stage box modestly sat at the 


ck, the light gleaming on ind fa 


up 
an array of chorus, 


spectacles 
as the curtain 

What 
tied 
hity 


went 
hundred ladies in 
them 
and butterti 
hymn! Lhe, 
onductor, quick with 
such 


one 
dressed like Puritan angels, and behind 
gentlemen with black bow tie 
collars, all ready tu 
sang 
the smile ot 


His Wonder 


us to 


burst into a 


well. Their plump 


success and isides as “ Praise 


sang also in a clear tenor and got 


sing verse from the circle, the 
Phen to 
choir were chanting 
“The light of the Cross, 
Shines through a 
and shine at that moment it 


bulbs from the back of the 


on 
from the stall 


nent 


in Oversweet tune the 


the light of the Cre 


red clectri 
the toot 
lights dimmed and three missioners slipped into 
three augustly chairs 
praver, all followed 


did, in 
tage, while 
wailing Phere 
Standing, 
collection; and 
Mr 


the 


quickly by 
now at last, spot-lighted, it v 
Vandeman’s turn—he who questions us {1 


Like the 


but escaped their odou 


advertisement other two, he 


clad in black, 
sanctity 

transatlantic 
warmed an audience disposed to be knobby and 
We 
ing, and we must look up 


First, in pleasantly accents, 


sluggish were in a muddle, seeking, seek 
What should we sec 


Had the universe fallen into order by 


itself ? \ 
Chicago business man, no believer, had remarked, 
“Well it may be chance, but all I know is 
if the parts of a hatchet were 

cloth for a million they'd 
hatchet Five 
angels, their turn over, appeared in the front of 


that 
Shaken up in a 
make a 
Chis brought a pleased murmur 


years never 


the box, with the two Negroes peering between 
their heads 

Some 
ing, or the worlds turning: 


astronomical figures started the 
Bet Igeuse 
larger than the earth, the sun’s flames 
reaching out 500,000 miles, and so on. The sun, 
in fact, brought a flush to cheeks as did once, if 
less benevolently, hell fire. 


ball roll 
120 times 
was it? 


Lantern slides caught 
for us this flame-headed giant, somehow impart 
ing a woolly enthusiasm which the “film” adver- 
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THE 


MANCHESTER 
GUARDIAN 


now 
carries news on 


the front page 





ROM NOW ON, there will be news on the front page 
EF. the Manchester Guardian, And it will be news— 
not hysterical headlines. 

You may wonder why the Manchester Guardian is 
changing thus; or, perhaps, why it did not happen before. 
The reason for the change is that the Manchester Guardian 
is more and more becoming a national newspaper. Less 
than a third of its readers now live in Greater Manchester. 
And soa front page consisting of classified advertisements 
of local interest will no longer do. 

Let us assure those who abhor change that the character 
and ‘flavour’ of the Manchester Guardian will not in any 
way alter. The Manchester Guardian will remain as witty 
and as wis¢ as ever. 

Those who are not familiar with the Manchester 
Guardian should get to know it. It is one of the few great 
newspapers which it is a real pleasure to read. 


fm have apr hovel n getting ur Manche ruardian regularly, please 


’ 

















Still, I'm 


th iw WwW 
tl 


invisible line 
the dining room. 


, 
1d 
’ 


Sto us 


is pure mortg 


! 
undred An 


suund to admit 
thankful to th 

tever my fate 

would still be a 


tor my wife. 
You see we're buying 


our place 


through 


Life Assurance 
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tised might have missed. 
Vandeman’s means. He 
dealt in allowing 
trop 


Bedazzlement was Mr. 

he 
wild 
bright 


turned over millions 
himsell 


when, after dangling before us 


immensity, on 
the 
contusion ol he suggested that there we 
might find the the Heaven of Heavens. 
The wand pointed; the Bible was ruffled through 
Did the left hand know what the 
the 


Orion 
gates ol 


for a text 
did? We 
like overted 
the 
all thing 


right 


audience or congregation hifted 


diners, and sighed; we had sipped 
red that 
A bene 
reminder that 
Inhabited 2’) would 


were 


wine of enlightenment, we were flatt 
hould be JUST se 
diction, a vote of thanks, a 
week (“Are Other Worlds 


astound even more, and we 


enormously, 
next 
on our way out 
into a wet yellowy twilight that gave no indication 


of the that, at had opened 


G. & 


heaven a touch 


STONIER 


Foreign News 


As every reperter worth his whisky 
the stories that lie behind the news 
the that 
them are recalled only in 
Street the Homers of 
together hand 


knows, 
are stranger 


everyday fiction the 
papers. Most of 
pubs of Fleet 


profession 


than gets into 
the 
the 
their 


The recent silly season, 


where 


get and down 
sagas by word of mouth. 
however, during which dog was cannibalistically 
the 


Archipelago achieved 


engaged in eating dog, stirs a memory of 

Queen of Boode, 

brief fame by abruptly sinking into 

during the winter of 1951-52 
There was more than met the 

Man-in-the-Street behind that little paragraph 

which appeared in several of the quarter-columns 


whose 
the sea 


the eye of 


nowadays devoted to Empire news, briefly stating 
that forty-five islands, together with their esti- 
mated population of four thousand three hundred 
and twenty 
disappeared 


Boodenese 
The 
the 


two inhabitants, had 
Reader, 


importance 


overnight. 
naturally, did not 
of this 


Average 
query relative 
the newspapers were com- 
peting at the time for the hard news of how many 
oeus 


fast 


item, because 


en-cocotte a crooner had consumed for break- 
Savidge’s Moreover the late 
after all nothing but ignorant, 
vegetarian blacks, who believed in God, composted 
their their mangoes 
among themselves for cowrie shells, and regarded 


in his suite at 
Boodenese were 


land with seaweed, bartered 


television, hydrophonics and dollar-aid with equal 
Bearing all this in mind, you 
that the Chief Subs’ 
news-value was as infallible as 
broke 


who 


suspicion will 


understand instinctive 
sense ot 


rhe 
Correspondent, 


ever 
story when a famous Foreign 
spends two 
in the same capital, cabled a up 
to his Foreign Desk in Fleet Street that the U.S., 


according to the unimpeachable evidence of a 


never con- 


secutive night 


drunken Circassian stringer whom he maintained 
in Teheran, was 


uranium in Boode 


successfully prospecting for 
This, of course, should have 
been a scoop. But the junior reporter who was 
given the assignment of writing-up the story 
unfortunately came to years of discretion in the 
golden age of Public Relations. When he rang 
the Colonial Office, not before 10 a.m., the P.R.O 
responsible for the Boode Islands was out at 
coffee. So the reporter left a message with his third 
assistant asking just how 
Americans expected to tind 


much uranium the 


The only 
| NEW STATESMAN 


way to ensure your copy of THE 


AND NATION, is by placing i 
a definte order with your newsagent or be- 

coming a direct postal Subscriber | 

Full particulars given on page 411, \ 

i 


The results of this indiscretion were electrity- 
ing. At a quarter-to-five, when the chief P.R.O 
for Boode looked in for his hat and umbrella, the 
office-boy gave him the message, and _ he 
rang up the Foreign Office. It 
transpired that the Americans had kept us in the 
dark, and a diplomatic incident was feared. Word 
was theretore ticker-tape from 
the Press Association to all Foreign Editors that 
the discovery of uranium 
British Boode 
newspaper which 
it would be 


immediately 


sent out at once by 


America in the 
Top Secret, and 


by 
territory ol Wa 
any a hint of 
suspended from publication The 
cub reporter was fired, and Fleet Street began to 


bubble with the cooking of 


rave sO much as 


news 

Six newspapers hired aeroplanes and sent off 
teams ol special writers ; tour others, di covering 
from their cuttings-hbraries that the third cousin 
of the Queen of Boode was an undergraduate at 
Keble, despatched their most seductive women 
columnists to Oxtord ; busy 
themselves showing with dots and stripes and 
speckles the 


area ot ocean 5 


map-drawers got 
many Communists inhabited 
Boode’s 
experts put up little pieces on the correct 
serve and eat fashion-writers 
prepared forecasts that raffia would be worn in 
the hair at the Spring Collections ; night staffs 
touched up the Encyclopedia Britannica on Boode 
writing Obits. THe New STATESMAN 
ANI? NATION contacted its pet anthropologist who 
unhesitatingly tossed off a column-and-a-half on 
the sexual habits of Boodenese 
their tribal dormitories The 
first edition was confiscated by 


how 
lands flung far round 
cookery 


way to Mangoes ; 


between 


adolescents in 
Dail Worker's 
the F.O., and 
the paper was suspended indefinitely, for coming 
out with headlines “STALIN PROTECTS 
QUEEN V_ U.S. EXPLOITATION Can 
flies to Boode.”’ 


Pwo feverish days passed. 


COLO 


RED 
terbury Dean 
A Sunday 
paper, determined that the democratic tradition 
of a Free Press 


news- 


should not be entirely suppressed 
by totalitarian officialdom, front-paged an article 
headed “B..G. SS AND MAC 

IN BOODE ?” Jane appeared in sarongs ; 
Gambols fell in love with a collapsible canoe 

a sports’ outfitter’s sale, and bought it with 
timely Pools’ win. 

Then it was that an American marine sighted 
strange aircraft circling in the neighbourhood of 
Boode ; and that led a cruising American admiral 
to hold a conference in mid-ocean and to decide, 
over a couple of mint juleps, that the time was 
ripe to prevent another Korean War by more than 
a mere strength. This 
carried with it the additional glamour of per- 
mitting the Stars and Stripes to try out P.Q.X.555, 
the secret atomic torpedo which everybody was 
talking about. That night the admiral 
and forty-five islands, with their complement of 
four hundred and twenty-two 
Boodenese sank into the sea. When the reporters 
in their aircraft next circled the area, five hundred 
miles away from the luxury hotel which they had 
commandeered, there were no islands to land on, 


show otf snap decision 


did SO 5 


thousand three 


and the American squadron had continued on its 
way to the Far East. 

rhe State Department then joined the Foreign 
Office in a clamp-down on all news. The Foreign 
Correspondent started it all cabled from 
Bombay, after a quick check-up with his Circassian 
stringer in Teheran, that uranium was not being 
sought in Boode at all, but in the low-lying plains 
of Oudh. However, another impeccable source, 
this time a deserting U.S. naval rating, had 
revealed to him in an Indian speak-easy that a 
famous American admiral was shortly to retire, 
and would run for President. 


who 


This island tale is typical of the true story which 


Neu 


ordinary 


The 


the reader could always find behind 
unassuming paragraphs if he used the right pubs 
in Fleet Street After the the 
Boode scandal by the F.O., the only mourners 
at the bar were the reporiers who did not get the 
assignment, 
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suppression of 


thereby missing glorious expenses ; 


for at first they figured that ali the famous by-lines 
of The Street had disappeared into the blue with 
the Boode Islands, leaving more room at the top 
of their over-crowded profession. 
mustaken 


with the 


But they were 
from Boode myselt, along 


I came back 
rest of the boys. 
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I OSCANINI'S immunity 
ven more had 

uppose imaginatively 

lar as music making is concerned 
is sull in his prime. Not 
two memorable evenings 


his grasp or his 


from the touch of 
complete than we 


Intellec tually, 


tume Is 
led 
and 
physically, 
once, throughout the 
at the Festival Hall, did 
concentranon waver 

unfolding 

ser communicated 
avers, and 
novement, 


been 


absorption in the 
sell, as ol : 

the audience 
symphony, proceede¢ 
with that-effect of 
and momentum, 
always the distinguishing feature of 


, : 
u hence to 


each whol 1 


I 
{ 
t 
I 
f 


trom first note to last inevit- 


ability, « logic 


unswerving 
which was 
tvic 

So much we had expected from |} 
gramophone record But slackeni 
and a habit of lingering over 
not the only 


beautiful detail 
ways in which advancing years 
iflect a great interpreter Chere is an opposit 
We have all known elderly performer 
defiance of sentimentality ha 
tempi and inflexible phrasing: 
they remind us of the Kruschen grandpapa who 
proves his continuing vitality by sliding d« 
banister No lingerings, no 
lippers for them! Now tl 
enius has tended to 
He has 
ind 
Haydn, 


uch as 


danget 
whose led them t 
idopt overfast 
wn the 
nostalgia 

1 Very nature 

impel Pose inini 
excelled in the 
masculine composers, in B 
Wagner and Verdi; with 
Mozart and Schubert 
shown himself a litthe brusque 


years tl been evidence 


direction always 
gorou 


and 


gentler 
sometime And 
in recent 
gest that 


elu were 


ere Nas 
rhythmic ind 


becoming, for him, end 


precision streamli 


ion was certainly 


shallow sound of 
American rec 


{ 
issue Ol 


ordings : for example, in the wartime 
Third Symphony (I have 
the new LP), the two opening 
sound like two pistol shots fired at a bisc 

For such the conductor 
x Wholly For years he 
stuck *s Studio 8H, the 

dead: it seems 


clear and did 


Beethoven's 
not vet heard 
chord 
un 


harshnesses could 


exonerated obstu 
to N.B.wC 
are notoriously 
the sound to be 
it was also dry. Sul, these are es 
matters, and musicians are seldor 
acoustical experts. More disquieting was Tosca 
nini’s approach to his beloved Verdi, as revealed 
n a 1946 broadcast performance of La Traviata 
recently released on 
and a 


had the 


MOU 
f which 
he liked 


care 1 


technical 


Here, an 
attitude 
effect (of 
integrity is 
romantic 
the striking passage 
were the choruses in the two party scenes! Some 
American critics, among them Virgil Thomson, 
write as though this were no isolated fault among 
Foscanini’s latter-day performances 
hus it was natural that the 


records 
ruthless 


unvield 


ing beat towards the 
singers strange 
tentional loscanini’s 
transiorming a great 
} 


show-piece; 


course unin 
absolute) of 
opera into a con 


ductor’s most 


excitement with 
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whack waited his English reappearance 
faintly tinged by apprehension 
dissipated our doubts in 


four Brahms 


should nave been 
But the event has 
of glo: In the 
Tragic 
the playing he 
Orch i 


hee 


a blaze 
Symphonies, the 
and the St. Antony Variations, 
drew from Philharmonia 
only surpassingly 
magnificent Brahm 
and mk \ yet when the 
gemal, per autumnal 
usual iatk of the “Ttalian” quality of Toscanini’s 
Brahm i past years the same thing used to be 
said ‘thoven and Wagner Are not these 
analy se too facile? Suppose we had 
Poscanini before, and knew nothing 

should we then be so ready to 
Italian? =Is it specifically 
above all things on the for- 
ward march of a composer’s thought? In that 
case. | ive heard very un-Italian performances 
of Beethoven from the New Italian Quariet, and 
of Schubert from the Trio di Trieste. What can 
truly be claimed for Toscanini’s Brahms is that it 

free trom the ponderous over-emphasis which is 
econd-rate German music-making 
oduction to the First Symphony is a 
point. How often we are made to groan 
boredom at the plodding gait of thos 
mtermimnable quavers, and to ahead in im 
the double bar and the quick 
Poscanini’s utterly different treat 
mind completely convincing. He 
interpret Brahms’s non-com- 
* Adagio molto 
chord descends lke a thunder 
the timpani begin to hammer out 
their quavers quite rapidly, yet with an effect of 
all the more frightening from 
urgency 


cTture 
Oul 
lovely as 
vigorous 
demanded 
been the 


not 
oun it Was 
occasion 
There has 


alioge 


never ward 


ther 
of his origin 
pronounce hi tyle 
Htalian to concentrate 


the vice ob 
Phe Ii 
case in 
with 
look 
agination towards 
cnea Ttompo 

ment ms fo my 
aes uu 
mittal “Un 
the first ¢ 


reason lO 
poco sosertuto as 
nner. 
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bolt, and at once 
concentrat¢ 


their 


a power 
relentles 
Phere is another these 
which might, I 

called Italian 
light, and it ts 
Brahms’s texture 
and degree of 


aspect of Brahms per 
suppose, in a super- 
We associate Italy 
true that the players 
with an unprece 
light. But mos 
sumply from pure tone 
Under 
ted to jab at 
ihem; 
sustained 
upon; full value 


notes 


lormances 
ficial sense be 
with sus id 
rrradpated 
dented quality 


this light « 


‘ 
ol 


and cl 
Toscanini, the brass is 
notes, nor the strings 
where a legato is indicated, 
body of pure sound is 
must be given to small 
notes, to dotted and to rests. I do not 
mph that plendid Philharmonia are habit- 
ually caicl in these matters; only under 
they never relaxed their vigilance 
that the most heavily scored and 
maintained an unwonted clarity of 
top to bottom of the tuttis there 
no roughage, no sediment. Such 
sposes of the legend of Brahms as a 
and reveals him as a mas 
hestral within his own 
deep crimson 


Ti ose 
n To detail 
perm 

wich al 
sohd and 
sted 


our 
that, 
Poscanini’s eve 
1 he 

rapid pi 
ienture rom 


Was no clouding, 


playing dh 


clumsy orchestrator, terly 


comtriver of o sound 


range of colours warm russcts, 
pearly ga 
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Phith 


two unforgettable concerts, the 
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tion among the world’s great orchestras. There 
were small mishaps, especially in the trombone 
which doubuless caused by the 
vous tension natural on such an occasion. But 
no visiting orchestra has surpassed the resonance 
of the string choir, or the individual brilliance 
and solid blend of the wood-wind; while the 
horns, led by Dennis Brain, are perhaps unrivalled 
anywhere. Incidentally, Toscanini’s visit has 
clarified for me the vexed question of the Festival 
Hall’s acoustics. During rehearsals, in a virtually 
empty hall, the sound was overwhelmingly rich, 
full and beautiful. The same evening, it was sull 
fine—but perceptibly less brilliant, less resonant, 
less blooming. Others, I found, had formed 
exactly the same impression. In theory, the 
material used in covering the seats is supposed 
to compensate for the damping effect of three 
thousand human bodies; in practice, it does not. 
Even if it did, what of the sound-absorbing crowd 
seated, at popular concerts, on the wooden seats 
behind the orchestra? If there is any means of 
increasing the reverberation period of the full 
hall to equal its present reverberation period 
when empty, I fervently hope that it will be 
adopted DESMOND SHAWE-TAYLOR 


ecuon, 
nel 


were 


LOOKING FORWARD 


Ax exhibition of about 150 modern Britsh realist 
paintings and drawings enutled Looking Forward 
has been organised by Mr. John Berger at the 
Whitechapel Art Gallery (nearest Tube Station: 
Aldgate East) and is open to the public from 
11 to 6 daily, and on Sunday afternoons, untl 
November 2. It will be recalled that earlier this 
year the Institute of Contemporary Arts held an 
exhibition of “ Trends in Realist Painting,” which 
included works by such artists as Francis Bacon, 
Francis Gruber and Bernard Buffet, who are 
really the last gasp of Expressionism and can only 
be described as tendency towards 
realism in the absurdly loose that you can 
recognise what they are representing, whereas 
often, in the case of artists like William Gear, 
Victor Pasmore or Barbara Hepworth, you cannot 
Ihe organisers of I.C.A. exhibitions are so 
to dealing with Cubist, abstract and abstract- 
surrealist work of the last forty years that any 
attempt by artists in the know and the swim to 
represent reality seems to them a_ significant 
departure. On this reckoning almost any Euro- 
pean artist between 1310 and 1910 can be classed 
as realist, or showing a “trend” towards 
It is important that the word should b« 
with a more precise meaning, 
degenerate into a term of praise or abuse like 
“ American” or “ Communist,” which you hurl at 
people of whom you approve or disapprove 

Now Mr. Berger has performed a useful service 
in trying to get clear in his own mind what he 
mean by this word, and selecting only 
examples which fall within the boundaries of his 
meaning A few fall outside it In that net, 
which he has cast far and wide seldom 
frequented, he has caught some dubious fish; 
other succulent ones he has let slip through, I 
cannot understand why, for instance, Mr 
Ayrton’s pretentious Shepherd was ever allowed 
to appear in this company Surely Mr. Berge 
vas not beguiled by the respectability of its 
| subject matter? Mr. Lowry’s By 
muffins are dramatic and quite unforgettable so 

and subjective to take their pl 

exhibition with this theme: t 
ying faces are looking neither forwards not 
backwards but imwards. I would not 
the Marxists in this as a 
demning them 


pioneer realist, 


betraying a 
sense 


. 3 
usea 


realism 
invested 
otherwise it will 


doe 


over Seas 


zantine raga- 
are too tortured 
Yausibly in ar hese 
horrit 
igree with 
giving reason for 

Then it is disappointing 
Mr. Coldstream, 
regarded in the late Thirties as the main hope for 
British paimtung, absent from the 
The fact that he now devotes himself 
teaching is no excuse for leaving 
especially since artists like Stanley 
Wilham Roberts are included 
grounds that “ their work can 


lO a gencration 


con 
that 
who was rightly 


catalogue 
largely to 
him out, 
Spencer and 
on the reasonable 
suggest possibilities 
new 
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small blemishes which do little 
damage to the exhibition as a whole. As we make 
our tour of the room, we are conscious of Mr 
Berger’s acute and sensitive eye as it must have 
roamed around countless obscure studios, picking 
yut the One canvas which would best illustrate the 
theme he had in mind. The result is not a room 
of masterpieces but of modest and honourable 
experiments. We could hardly expect anything 
more of a selection from a provincial school of 
painting, in which twenty-five out of the forty 
artists represented are almost totally unknown, 
and in which one single tendency is isolated. It is 
more to the point to observe that an exhibition on 
this scale in the centre: of London, where al! 
tendencies and the most famous artusts were 
shown, would not succeed in making us feel mor 
optimistic about the future of British art 

The key to the exhibition 
Looking Ferward.. Somme 
nowadays you paint what 
looking bac kwards and oO] course 
you do not look with innocence but 
imitate what others before vou saw 
scepucs do not take account of t 
the marvellous retreat from reality, in which all 
the best artists of the have been 
engaged, has slowed down. Everything has been 
tried out, a sense of futility hangs over the near- 
abstract painter unless, as happens in fortunate 
cases, he draws closer to reality here must be 
something wrong if it can truly be said that the 
generals who ordered the retreat (Picasso 
Matisse, Braque) are still in command. Secondly, 
it 18 not suggested that realism is taking the 
form today as it did in the past—as though there 
were merely one form! Realism is not a 
method but an attutude of mind” ‘I quote again 
from Mr. Berger’s Foreword), and just as atti 
tudes of mind are always, changing, dependent 
as they are on the structure of society at any given 
moment, so the expre attitudes in 
art also changes. It is not a question of 
what method to adopt but of ing your 
of the world to dictate a met) you 
if you are in your and 
it your job, the art 

What is this new 
painter is now 


These are 


lies in its title 
people imagine that it 
vou see you must be 
you may be, if 
are content to 
Bur thes« 
© factors. First, 


last forty years 


Samc 
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deciding 
view 
then 
sincere 


mics yood 


can look 

attitude upgest 
tending to take More 
him than of art, and to 
with the habits of ordinary 
of remaimuing indifferent or 
that he 
primarily as an 
but regards 


tull-life also, for 


that the 
nouce of life 
himself 
people instead 
uperior to them. I 
not envisage a. picture 
arrangement of forms 
human activity (and 

that matter) with a 
because he 1s involved in it, 
i function in 
respectiul 


iround identify 


more 
uggest does 
and colour 
and 
ertain rever 


lat ids Cape 
ence ees himself with 
it, and encourages this sensation of 
identification to be communicated, in 
ind colours, to his There is 
ently a moral fervour in his work 
expresses itself in indignation at injustices ¢ 
in pleasure at 
the movement 
naturally 


hape canva 


sequ 


creative Cco-t 
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produced—as no 
iges——NnoO preatl 


is The 


hardly gor gt ing and has 

can in its 
but I am con 

art will now take 
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THE MOVIES 
“Pat and Mike,” at the Empire 
“Full House,”’ at the Marble Arch Odeon 
* Perilous Expedition,” at the Rialto 
at the Marble Arch Pavilion 
Agreeability has been in the air 


Mike is the sort of ent 


two 


* Anna,”’ 


this week 
ertainment, de- 
Holly 


Ove Story, a Dit 


£ 1 persone 
ued to be adept 
jantasy, a bit of 
ersonal charm 
any other 


hities, at which 
a bit of | 
and everything hung on 


fun, 
These two have it. Substitute 
pair for Tracy and Hepburn, and the 
magic flies. Of course, it’s absurd that Miss Hep- 
burn should be Games Mistress (but is that the 
term?) im a university and more absurd, 
if beguiling, that she should win (or all but 
golt championships and tennis titles, 


hockey or swimming 


morc 
win) 
with ice- 


to fall back on; in the end 
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he and his shener frends wet thik them over betere fealings with anyone whose skin differs in colour consistent wt the Chinese allegat 
trying to dispossess another half-million Atricans of from his 


the land which will, presumably, be aceded to accom what he consider English”. More and more sup used ‘fective, and/or t 
modate them extra. 100,000 settlers pression 1s his cure tor all his difficulties in a land 


semination alleged were | 
12 Park Avenue, S.W.14 Jorn D. SoLomMon which is not his native country. If only one thought nswers to James Parke 


own and, I suspect, anybedy who is not i he anti-epidemic meas 


question io nor, 
could enter his head, only one; suppression mecrease { yurse ove tt 


hat the alk ir correct 
> Lk I hepe that the “ Kenya Setrk orgiv hate and hate will eventually overthrow suppressiotr Judemen his matter depends to a great extent 
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m resumption in descendimg from the tre ts history shows. But the cost in blood and misery upon credence given to the Chinese statements 
¥y presumptc wcendimg : re 

» difficult to write in-a tree and he d y he w on both sides will be terrible and his “* proud heri und to the American denials, and 1¢ motives 
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ruc might underle either the use teriological 
First ‘ mngratulations on the qualities of mind Splendour 


warfare or allegations of its use ¢ Commission 
ind feeling he so abtv shows in his letter. hey r lett tf course, is all the result of educating vhich Dr. Needham accompanied has made a sincere 
pond perfect n temperament and outlook wit the native He gets beyond hunselt! ind ry well documented attempt to evaluate the 
ist one of the animals of h nvironment he A PRESUMPTUOUS NATIVE tatements of 


Chinese scientists and other witnesses 
tudied the ways of the rhinoceros? Ir blun London, S.W.10 Ir 


promised that the full report will soon become 
ivailabie F. G. GREGORY 
our last issue from “ Kenya science fot Chairman 


fering, irritable, short thtied and without 

thing thought to brighten ti { eye SIR {he letter im 
the rhinoceros cannot help tse The Settler, Settler” reveals views which one had thought were 

ver ills himself a man—in tact an Enehshman out of date twenty years ago. “ Only fifty 


roud of our great Britsh her His long these same natives were 


years ago *s earnest | 
savages Ir will take 


hina’s germ se were 
irs to prepare them for democracy,” tr i the pre ind 


rack enough to make ar lishman, who t hundreds of d hence by 

tound more difficult to so 
ilmost equal truth to large lismis Needham 
ns to be founded on and exists tor suppres parts of the Sudan, which 
on, misery, ruthless exploitation and hatred of his to have 


illy proud of his race, s¢ \ embarrassment writes your respondent he first statement ubt it | be 
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whamed and even angry ttl proud her could be applied with expert testimony, 
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im all-Sudanese Legislative Chamber and an facet of evider 
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Fisher wrote with admirabk wid 
occasionally with wit. Unlike most historians, 


he knew something of the 


clarity 


world. He spent 
part of his life in the industrial north of England, 
and he rose higher in politics than any English 
historian except Bryce and Macaulay 
remained incurably donnish Unless men 
painted pictures or wrote books, he had little 
interest in their activities. The only Europeans 
he recognised were “the small band ot 
humanists who in every country endeavour to 
sweeten the bitter waters of political life” ; 
and by humanists he meant classical scholars 
ot flippant disposition, The only 
figures he admired were what he called ‘ 
headed men”; and they make a curious 
sclecuon—Leopold II of Austria, Ferdinand ot 
Bulgaria and General 


public 
long- 


Weygand are among 
those who carn the description. He laid down 
in one “peace is always wiser than 
; and therefore, not surprisingly, found 
very He 
“ men and more 
learned than I have discerned in history a plot, 
a rhythm, a predeterminec 


passage 
war’ 
most of European history 
wrote in his pretace : 


foolish 


wiser 


These 
I can see 
only one emergency following upon another as 
wave follows wave.”” This was well said. The 
true historian has little patience with the best 
system-makers. But 
been bufleted by 
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pattern 
harmonies are concealed from me 


selling have 
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Europeans 
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A classical 
background for the historian of Europe or even 
for the who think 
that the peoples of Europe have been wasting 


their 


training is perhaps not the 


modern politician. Those 


time had best leave the record alone and 
to 


Rousseau 


Start again 
the 
French revolutionaries ; and a very good view 

But while Fisher disliked the past, he 
would not believe in the future. He wanted a 
static society, Chinese 1f not Roman 


advise their contemporaries 
: 
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I was view of and of 


LS 
too 


He even 
evoked the mythical Chinaman to pass judg- 
ment on the Reftormauon : 


A Chinaman might weil have asked himselt 
whether an attitude of mind towards the 
mysteries less aspiring, less heroic and 
onfident than that which “dl among 
western Christians was not in e t more 
lucive to human comfort. 
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of Man, which he called “this sleck and 
optimistic And when there appeared 
aman ol t 


theory.” 
} 
I 


who really rejected western 
values, he could only sneer at him 


1e Cast, 
Gandhi, 
was trom availing 
the Ford car.” 
How clever that must have sounded when first 
said in the light otf New 
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The 


are 
Europe reader 
that the 
Europe has increased at an unparalleled rate in 
modern times; neither the nor the 
results of this are explored. Yet other civilisa- 
poetry and 
philosophies ; none other has set out to mastet 
nature his, and none other, is the meaning 
ot modern European 


the world 


casually population ot 


causes 


tions have composed devised 
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the political standing of the middle-class. His 
understanding faltered when the masses br 
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the the revolutions ot 
1848, when politics escaped from middle-class 


Ke 


book than account of 
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Europe in 
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book will discover that modern 
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world ; at most he will notice the glorious story 
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not an herb here below, but he hath a star in 
Heaven above, and the star strikes him with her 
Beame and says to ‘him ‘ Grow’”—which beliet 
or theory, having gone underground m Augustan 
long dormant 


vigorous shoot 


and Victorian times, seems,*like a 
seed, to be sending up a new 
in the present age—though 
quotes Mr. G. N. Lewis m 
beliets. And a som 
may not recognise the poem from which a 
line by, say, Tennyson, or a 
Herbert, are extracted 
Dr. Sitwell draws 
hook’s advantage, on 
those of her two brothers, but 
ym those of her tather Su 
holarly and pedantic g 
o much from Gerard 
one cannot help 
of Philip Millet 
‘ir John Hill 
vected something 
Alexander there 1s) no 
carping lett ind 
plenty of occasion for gratitude for what has been 
included Here is a from Donne’ 
Sermons—huis text is Eternity 
Methusalem, with all his 
but a mushrome of a night's growth, to this 
And all the foure Monarelues with all thew thou 
sands of and all the powerful Kings, and all 
the beautiful Queens of this world, were but as a 
bed of flowers, some gathered at six, some at seven 
some at cight, all in Morning, in respect of 
this Day 
Reading that, can one doubt that Reginald Farrer 
had it in the back of his mind when he wrote 
Little happinesses may look little, find 
place in the plans of diplomats and prophet 
they the worst catastrophes and sur 
the plans and the diplomats and the prophets 
ull, Dead bones in their grave lie Mary and Eliza 
beth, Queens; and dead dust of death is all the 
did; but the flowers they their garden 
ull continue giving comfort deligh: perpetu 
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flown through the continuing ne 
iom the people of the past are mere phantasmal 
tions in books, diaphanous, desiccated as dned 
ywers themselves All the wars of the world, 
he Caesars, have not the staying power 1 
Lily in border Che immortality of 
marbles and of museries 1s a vain, smali thing 
unmortaliy of a flower bl 
1d dead by dusk 
Indeed, } 
well 


ber ol 


rations, to 


ormlage 
om 
pared oO tne tuat ooul 
was a Dr Su 
might well have supplied her with a num 
line swaggering purpurial passages. But 
perhaps she felt that her family had already con 
tributed enough to this capriciously delightful 
%k. Its one serious fault is the lack of any sort 
which makes reference to a particular 
exasperatingly slow process 
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MEANING AND EXPERIENCE 


The Poetry of T. S. Eliot. By D 
MAXwWELI Routledge, 21s 

The writer of a new study of Mr. Eliot’s poetry 
must face a questions before he can 
convince us that his work is really necessary 
Does he teach us, better than, say, Dr. I. A 
Richards, how simply to read Eliot? Has hi 
commentary anything substantial to add to F. O 
Matthiessen’s, Helen Gardner's which 
complemented Matthiessen’s in the light of the 
later poems ? Does he communicate the experti- 
ence of reading the poems? or direct on them 
the illumination of a strong individual point of 
view ? 

Mr. Maxwell's industry and energy are clear 
behind his work wé conjecture an enormous card 
index. He has delved imo Mr. Eliot 
occasional and uncollected writings and brought 
his prose statements in to clarify his poetry, he 
has examined a remarkable number of articles and 
reviews on Eliot, he has chased echoes, followed 
up allusions, compared and contrasted. He has 
considered the state of poetry and the state of 
criticism when Eliot first began writing ; and the 
nature of the poet’s problem in the theatre to-day 
And yet the answer to our earlier questions must 
be an almost unqualified No, for though he ha 
added here and there to our information about the 
poems, he has contributed hardly at all to 
understanding 

An concern with what others hay 
written results in a clotted, congested prose where 
it is difficult to keep track of the original line of 
thought for the undergrowth of contrary opinions 
and references in brackets. When attacking a 
definite point of view—for instance, the criticism 
of Eliot on political geounds—Mr. Maxwell can 
be clear and vigorous: but there are too many 
passing disagreements, often with opinions of 
little importance. Where Miss Gardner’s self- 
effacing approach encouraged us to concentrate on 
the poetry, here at times we can hardly catch th 
poetry for the noise of wrangling voices. Nor, 
when Mr. Maxwell's own voice is most evident, 
do we feel in contact with a very lively mind: he 
is given to dealing in such abstract counters as 

poetry’s needs,” “degree of personal 
jectivity,” “* intellectual progress,” “* development 
of his philosophy and he can come out with 
some astonishingly flat statements, such as this 
conclusion to the chapter on the Quartet 


series of 


or to 


deep 


our 


exeessive 


sub- 


symbolism, 
appreciation 


In truth, the poems depend on the 
and: without an understanding of this, 
is impossible 
Nor do his interpretations strike me as invariably 

intelligent. Some I consider highly disputable 
others, while ** correct,’’ are unnecessarily narrow 
Clearly Mr. Maxwell is right in saying that in 
these lines from Little Gidding— 
Aad any action 
1 step to the block, to the fire, down the sea’ 
throat 

Or to an illegible stone 

start 
“the block [is] that on which Charles I died ”’ ; 
but surely it is also that on which Mary Queen of 
Scots died (her motto. is the last line of Fasz 
Coker), and does it not by extension stand for all 


and that is where we 


The Neu 


deaths by political justice ? To confine it to the 
one instance 1s not only to narrow the implications 
and reverberations of the whole passage ; but also 
to foster the notion that there 1s one “ correct’ 
answer to any problem raised in our reading 
Indeed, the most serious limitation of the | 
is in the implied encouragement it gives t 
that thi octry 18 a matter for intormation, 
discussion, ebate, research—almost, the rav 
material fo re right examination 
juestions—rather than yn- 
templation Eliot’s technique of and 
allusion continually, of course, invites the reader 
We have not 


mg the Nightingales if w 
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OOK 


» the idea 


if 
t 
t 


answers to 
for enjoyment or c 


echo 


» note, elucidate, compare 
to read Streeney ai Night 
stopped to think about the 
myth and poetry. But Mr. Ma 
much on such questions at the expense 
tal response. I do not wish to be 
another wrangling voice, but it seems worth while 
to take up this point because a good deal of re 
writing has tended to erect a sort of prickly hedge 
round Ehot’s poetry, only to be penetrated by 
those armed with the right information. So many 
anxious spectators of The Cocktail Party, instead ot 
allowing themselves peacefully to look ten 
to what was actually happening on tage, 
worried themselves by trying to find an explana- 
tion everything— What does Reilly’s drink 
; | for explanation 


There is a place 
well follow enjoyment not 


begun 
have 
nightingale in 


well concentrates 


not 


vet 


ent 


the 
really mean ?’ 
but it may 
precede it 

It Mr. Maxwell, with some other critics, tends 
to put readers off the simple approach, he dismisses 
too easily another approach, to which the simple 
often leads. There is a revealing passage where he 
quotes Eliot’s remark on a line of Dante—‘ It 
has more beauty for me now, when my own 
experience has deepened its meaning, than it had 
when I first read it’’—and then comments that 
Eliot “ is to some extent deluding himself here ”’ 
and confusing two pleasures : 

The aesthetic pleasure, which must involve 

prehension of the poet’s ideas ; before we can claim 

a tull aesthetic enjoyment of any poem we must 

understand what the poem says.» If we the 

poem’s belief, it 1s not that this pleasure is intensified, 

but that pleasure of an entirely different 

ad 


and 


com 


accept 


kind is 
added to it 
What Mr. Maxwell has missed is that it i 
question of belief being added, it is a q 
understanding what such a line as im la sua 
Wuntade é nosira pace 1s, literally, all about ; and 
only exceptional insight, or the sort of experience 
Eliot speaks of, can tell us that. 
Much of The Waste Land, Ash Wednesda 
the Four Quartets are poetry of this 
most transparent-seeming lines— 
After such knowledge, what forgiveness ? 
had the experience but missed the meaning, 
And approach to the meaning restores th 
“xpericmce .... 
History may be servitude, 
tory may be freedom 


not a 


uestion of 


ind 


give to the reader in proportion to what he brings, to 
them: nor will any amount of information about 
fertility myths and Tarot packs, nor the, wide 
reading necessary to pin down every quotation or 
allusion—usetul as these are in their place—make 
up for the lack of this insight or experience 
They are not qualities that. can be acquired as 
easily as the information and the reading, though 
they can trained (Ezekiel and Isaiah and 
Beethoven’s late quartets would be __ better 
preparation for a reading of the Quartets than 
Mr. Maxwell’s study But—and this is a point 
stressed long ago by Professor Matthiessen—there 
is no need to understand everything at once 
Like Lear, like Beethoven’s Op. 131, Eliot’s 
Quartets are neither a puzzle nor a philosophy, 
but am experience to live with and grow into 
It is important that we should use all our in- 
telligence on this poetry, that we should not 
wilfully misread it, but it is no less important 
that we should realise that intelligence . and 
infermation in themselves will never give .us 
everything ; that we should sometimes learn to be 
content only to understand if part. 
JANET ADAM SMITH 
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